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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ccn- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 
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of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 











OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential! Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Regisiter is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
gg re gas Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
ondon. E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


WW.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 


furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. 


This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
) SSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN) TONS 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 18th October are given 
below. 

The week’s output of 4,727,465 tons was the highest 
recorded since the reduction of working hours in 
July last. 


District. 27th Sept. 4th Oct. 11th Oct. 18th Oct. 
Northumberland ...... 222 S61 126,731 218.685 224 355 
Durham _................ 645.013 440.256 580,669 630 .209 
Beene ..........--... 712,547 612.742 662.195 764,024 
Laneashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... 424.756 323.815 429 230 451.876 
Derby. Nottingham 
and Leicester 555.043 363.395 433 303 574.123 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester ee eS 528.447 331.854 362.504 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 915,814 215.719 748 437 963.958 
Other English Tis- 
Sees 94.672 71 797 88.395 97.508 
OS OIRO 587.313 383.708 584.096 658 908 
Total ......... 4.481.434 2.871.610 4.076,862 4 727.465 





—w ——— - —_— — --—— _ 





SUMMARY SINCE MAY _ 381. 
The total production weekly of coal since 51st May, 
1919, is given below :— 
Tons. Tons. 


May 3lst ...... 4,812,595 August 16th ,726,499 
June 7th ......... 4,644,034 August 28rd ... 3,989,762 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 August 30th ... 4,354,983 
June 21st .... . 4,736,841 September 6th 4,509,863 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 September 13th 4,489,816 
July Sth ......... 4,728,588 September 20th 4,450,308 
July oe 4,796,148 September 27th 4,481,434 
July 19th ...... 3,893,651 October 4th ...... 2,871,610 
July 26th ...... 2,537,954 October 11th ... 4,076,862 


August 2nd_... 3,614,776 October 18th ... 4,727,465 
August 9th ...... 2 642,895 





~ SIR A. GEDDES ON THE PRICE OF COAL. 


In the House of Commons on Monday, on the motion 
for adjournment, and in reply to Mr. Holmes, who 
urged that the continuance of the increased price of 
6s. a ton was not justified, the President of the Boasgd 
of Trade said [Official Report] :— 

The facts broadly are these. At the time when the 6s. 
increase was made in the price of coal we estimated that 
the output for the year beginning in the middle of July 
would be at the rate of 217,000,000 tons for all purposes. 
Quarter of that year is gone. The actual ascertained out= 
put—I admit the disturbing circumstances—is at the rate 
not of 217,000,000 tons a vear, but of something under 
200,000,000 tons. I think it is 198,000,000 tons. It is quite 
true that the profits being made at the present time upon 
the export of coal are high. We always believed they would 
be high in the first quarter of the vear. It is quite true 
that the profit made on bunkers are high. We always 
helieved they would be high in the first quarter of the year. 
There is no real, new fact in the situation except 
this, that in spite of the improvement of coal 
output in some places the actual ascertained out- 
put for the first quarter of the vear is at a lower 
rate than we estimated. We have a loss on the coal control 
arrangement at the present moment which is being borne 
by the Treasury—a cumulative loss, not cumulative in the 
last three months because about that I have no accurate 
information—of £22.000,000. There is no great profit being 
made out of the coal control. I think it is known to mv 
hon. Friend, who, IT am sure, is in a position to know, that 
the arrangement with regard to the accounts of collieries, 
which have been in force for some time, is that the accounts 
for a quarter are sent in two months after the quarter ends. 
that is when they are due. It is true that a few come in 
at the end of the month after the close of the quarter.: They 
dribble in during the second month, but experience shows 
tlat-the majority .of the colliéries are late, and run .a few 
days into the third month. It is, therefore, quie impossible 
at the present moment to say exactly what the “profits are 
that are being made. I know quite well that the profits in a 


THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 

few collieries are very great, but when those profits are 
reduced to ls. 2d. per ton, and when the surplus profit of 
these collieries is taken to make up the deficiency at the other 
collieries this great appearance of profit-making will, at all 
events, to a large extent, disappear. The Hon. Member 
seemed to think that the Board of Trade or the Presiden; 
of the Board of Trade took some malignant delight in having 
coal at a high price. There is absolutely no truth in that, 
From the official point of view and the point of view of my 
office, there is nothing that I long for more than to see the 
price of coal down. It is of great importance to the whole 
country. I would like to see the price of coal down, for 
bunkers especially. 





Bunker Coat. 

The charge for bunkers is now very high. That is adding 
to the cost of everything that is imported. It is keeping up 
freights, and we are at present working on such estimates 
as we have got, seeing what can be done without calling 
upon the Treasury for a further subsidy, to reduce the price 
of bunker coal. [T am not yet in a position to say whether 
it will be possible or not, but I am sure that all those who 
have looked into this matter will agree that the reduction 
of bunker coal is an urgent matter. The prices are very 
high. For freights from London in scme cases the price is 
over 100s. per ton, and when you think of what that means, 
1.500 tons being put on board, you realise what the bunker 
bill will be of a boat sailing from the Port of London. Say 
a steamer is bound to Australia, with no great cargo going 
outwards, to bring home food—meat or wheat—from Aus- 
tralia. The whole of that price of coal has to be borne by 
the food. That is one of the reasons for the high prices of 
imported food at the present moment—one of many reasons. 
Perhaps it would be more accurate to say that it is one of 
the contributory causes for the rise in the prices of imported 
food. So I can assure the House that the Board of Trade 
is most anxious that the price of cval should be brought 
down at the earliest possible moment consistent with avoid- 
ing adding to the subsidies which the Treasury has had to 
give for coal. There is perhaps one main point that I must 
refer to. That is the point made by the Hon. Member when 
he said that the profits of coke ovens and by-products were 
included in the 1s. 2d. per ton. That is not the Sankey Re- 
port. At all events I can assure him that there is a misunder- 
standing. That was the final point I wished to make. If 
this discussion has served no other purpose, perhaps it has 
served the useful function of clearing up that particular 
point, which, I think, is quite well known to the coal-owners’ 
associations. There is nothing further I can add, except 
once again to assure the House that at the earliest possible 
moment we will bring down the price of coal, provided that 
bringing down that price does not mean a further subsidy 
from the Treasury. The Government stands by the assurance 
I was authorised to give at the time «we debated this ques- 
tion, that if, as the result of increased output it is possible, 
we will reduce the price by a few pence—by 6d. or 1s.—we 
will not wait until July. 


(ee 


THE COAL CONTROLLER. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
Mr. Andrew ‘Rae Dunean to be Controller of Coal 
Mines in the place of Sir Evan Jones, Bart., M.P., 
whose resignation was recently announced, 








PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


The necessary action is being taken to establish the 
machinery for applying the Profiteering Act to Ireland. 
In England, Scotland and Wales the Local Committees 
established by Local Authorities are actively engaged 
in hearing complaints of profiteering or alleged profiteer- 
ing, and certain Local Authorities who in the first 
instance refused to establish Local Committees have on 
reconsideration decided to establish a Local Committee. 

The first complaint of wholesale profiteering to be 
brought before a Tribunal of the Complaints Com- 
mittee was heard on the 23rd October, the complainant 
being a retailer, Miss Moulden, of Palmers Green, and 
the respondents a wholesale firm, Messrs. Briggs and 
Company, of Ivy Lane, F.C. After hearing the evid- 
ence the Tribunal decided to adjourn the case for 
further investigation, and the decision is to be 
announced later. 

A meeting of.the Preliminary Investigation Com- 
mittee was held on the 24th October, when thirteen 
complaints were considered; of which three were sent 
to the Tribunal, seven were referred back for further in- 
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formation, two were dismissed as being outside the 
scope of the Act, and one was referred to the Prices 
Committee. 

The three cases which were sent to the Tribunal 
related to cloth, bricks and sand, and steel plates. 

Meetings of the Sub-Committees on fish, farriery and 
cotton were held on the 20th October, and of the Soap 
and Tobacco Sub-Committees on the 21st October. 
Further meetings of all these Committees are being held 
this week. The Fish Sub-Committee is now consider- 
ing its final report. 

Investigations have now been commenced into the 
cost of blankets, brushes and brooms, gloves, hardware, 
men’s ready-made clothing, women’s ready-made cloth- 
ing and weights and measures. The general procedure 
being followed is to obtain costings from the manutac- 
turers’ associations which will be checked and exam- 
ined by the Department’s accountants. 


MERCHANDISE MARKS COMMITTEE. 
The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
a Committee to consider :— 

1. Whether any extension or amendment of the 
Merchandise Marks Act is required in respect 
of the provisions relating to indications of 
origin ; 

2. The utility and effect of National Trade 
‘* Marks ’’ or other similar (collective) marks, 
and how far they should be authorised or en- 
couraged in this country ; 

3. How far further international action may be 
necessary for the purpose of preventing the 
false marking of goods. 

The members of the Committee are :— 
Mr. Harry Green, M.P. (Chairman). 








(Representatives of the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce.) 
Mr. M. B. Dickie (Nobels’ Explosives Co.). 
Mr. J. Evans-Jackson (Messrs. J. Evans-Jackson 
and Co., Patent Agents). 
Mr. C. A. Hyde (Birmingham Small Arms Co.). 
Mr. R. T. Wilson (Cutlers’ Company, Sheftield). 


(Representatives of the Federation of British 

| Industries. ) 
Mr. J. Hood, M.P. (British-American Tobacco Co.). 
Mr. Lennox B. Lee (Calico Printers’ Association). 





(Representative of the Irish Industrial 
Development Association.) 
Colonel Sir Nugent T. Everard, Part. 





Mr. Geo. Hayhurst (Co-operative Wholesale Society). 

Mr. G. A. Moore (Messrs. G. A. Moore, Liverpool). 

Mr. Thos. Pratt (President of the National Chamber 
of Trade). 7 

Mr. H. Fountain, C.B., C.M.G. , , . 

Mr. W. Temple Franks, C.B. 3 RENE: at Te; 

Mr. N. E. Behrens (A Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise). 

Mr, D. M. Kerly, K.C. 

The Secretary is Mr. M. F. Levey, of the Industrial 
Property Department of the Board of Trade, and all 
communications on the subject of the Committee should 
be addressed to him at the Patent Office, 25, Southamp- 
ton Buildings, W.C.2. 





GERMAN OWNED PROPERTY. 


The Board of Trade draw attention to the Order-in- 
Council under the Peace Treaty with Germany (Treaty 
of Peace Order, 1919), which appeared in the “‘London 
Gazette’ 24th October, and particularly to paragraphs 
xvi, and xvii., under which all property, rights and in- 
terests within His Majesty’s Dominions belonging to 
German nationals wherever resident are charged for the 
purpose of securing the claims by British nationals with 
regard to their property in Germany and debts owing 
to them by German nationals. 


| 
| 











THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





The Order provides, among other things :— 

(1) That no person shall transfer, part with or deal 
in any way with any property, rights or interests sub- 
ject to the charge without the consent of the Custodian, 
and that if he does so he will be liable to a fine of £100 
and three months’ imprisonment ; 

(2) That every person who owns or controls any such 
property (including where the property consists of shares, 
stocks or other securities the Company, Municipal Au- 
thority or other body by whom they are issued) must, 
within three months, communicate the fact to the Cus- 
todian unless particulars thereof have already been fur- 
nished to him in accordance with the provisions of the 
Trading with the Enemy Acts, 1914-18, and if any per- 
son fails to do so he will be liable to a fine of £100; and 

(3) That if any person is asked to pay any money or 
to transfer or deal in any way with any property, rights 
or interests which he has reason to suspect are subject 
to the charge, he must immediately report. the matter 
to the Custodian who, for England and Wales, is: ‘he 
Public Trustee, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; for Scot- 
land, the Accountant of Court, H.M. New Register 
House, Edinburgh; and for Ireland, The Custodian for 
Ireland, King’s Bench Division, Four Courts, Dublin. 

It is pointed out that the charge does not extend to 
any property which may have been acquired under the 
Board of Trade General Licence dated the 12th July 
last, authorising the resumption of trade with Germany. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Order, the 
Board of Trade give notice that Pankers may, without 
licence, allow German subjects who are resident in this 
country to withdraw from their balances sums not ex- 
ceeding £20 in any one month. 





NON-FERROUS MINING COMMITTEE. 


The committee appointed by the Board of Trade to 
enquire into the non-ferrous mining industry met on 
the 23rd October under the Chairmanship of Mr. H. B. 
Betterton, M.P., when Mr. H. Rich, a director cf Tin- 
croft Mines, Ltd., and Mr. William Thomas, the 
general manager of the Tincroft Mine, gave evidence. 
In their opinion an amalgamation of the mines in the 
Central District would be advantageous. Mr. Rich said 
the Government should make a grant of £1,000,000 for 
this purpose, and he instanced the advance made by 
the Government to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as 
a precedent. He thought that in view of the services 
rendered to the country by the Cornish tin mining 
industry in the time of national emergency, the sym- 
pathy of the Government should assume practical shape 
in the manner indicated. Mr. W. Thomas gave tech- 
nical evidence as to the position and prospects of the 
lodes in this area and generally concurred with Mr. 
Rich. 








BOARD OF TRADE REMOVAL TO NEW 


OFFICES. 

The Board of ‘Trade will be leaving Whitehall Gardens 
for their new offices in Great George Street within the 
next few days. The President, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Permanent Secretaries, the Commercial Relations 
and Treaties Department, the Industries and Manufac- 
tures Department, the Power Transport and Economic 
Department, the Marine Department, the Legal De- 
partment, the Secretariat of the Board of Trade Coun- 
cil, the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal,’’ and the Establish- 
ment Department will form the nucleus that is being 
transferred now, and more Departments will follow 
as further accommodation becomes available. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


CONSULAR DEPARTMENT. | 

In pursuance of the recommendations of the Majority. 
Report of Lord Cave’s Committee, the administration 
of the Consular Department of the Foreign Office has 
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now been transferred to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, which already administers the Commercial 
Diplomatic Service. The staff of the Consular Depart- 
ment will for the time being remain in the [oreign 
Office, but in all matters relating to the Consular Ser- 
vice will report to the Secretary of State through the 
Comptroiler-General and the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade. 

Questions of promotion and transfer in the Consular 
Service will henceforth be considered, and recommenda- 
tions made to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
by a Committee, under the presidency of Sir Hamar 
Greenwood, on which the Foreign Office, the Board 
of Trade, and the Department of Overseas Trade will 
be represented. 

Arrangements are also being made to transfer to the 
Department of Overseas Trade such work hitherto done 
by the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office as 
is not primarily political in character. 

A Standing Inter-Departmental Committee has been 
set up, comprising representatives of the Foreign Ofhte, 
Board of Trade, and the Department of Overseas Trade, 
to deal with questions in which the three Departments 
are jointly interested. | 

The Department of Overseas Trade will remain for 
the present in its offices at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Build- 
ings, S.W.1, and it will shortly take over additional 


6”™? . . . . 
premises adjacent to those which it now occupies. 





MACHINERY AND RAILWAY PLANT 
FOR SOUTH RUSSIA. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Rostov-on-Don, under date of 
15th September, reports that several of the Railway 
Companies and Government, Industrial and other estab- 
lishments in South Russia have formed an Association, 
with a capital of 50,000,000 roubles, for the purpose of 
making purchases abroad of the various machinery, 
railway plant and other goods required by the sub- 
scribers. 

It is proposed to work the scheme on the barter prin- 
ciple, and as some of the members are very influential 
they may succeed in obtaining the necessary goods for 
transport. 

The temporary address of the Head Office is as 
follows :— 

The Buying Committee of the Economic and Tech- 
nical Association of the liberated Provinces of Russia. 
116, Bolshaya Sadovaya Street, 
Restov-on-Don. 





REPRESENTATIVES’ EXPENSES IN URUGUAY 

H.M. Consul at Montevideo points out that an im- 
portant rule to be observed by manufacturers in the 
Uruguayan market is to agree, when making allowances 
for office or local expenses, to share those expenses 
with other firms. This rule, it is stated, applies par- 
ticularly to Uruguay, where the market, in the majority 
of lines, is not sufficiently large to occupy the whole 
time of one representative and it is necessary for him 
to work several agencies that harmonise and do not 
compete with each other. This is an advantage to the 
manufacturer, provided his representation is worked to 
the fullest capacity, as his share of local expenses would 
be relatively insignificant, but it must not be assumed 
that, because a representative holds several agencies 
for Uruguay, he is better able to stand the whole of the 
expenses himself. On the contrary, Uruguay is Just the 
kind of market, by reason of its smallness, in which the 
local man requires support. 

This is a point too freqvently overlooked by manu- 
facturers, and H.M. Consul requests that in future 
British firms seeking a representative in Uruguay will 
state clearly whether they are prepared to contribute 
towards the local expenses of their agent, and what 
commission they are willing to pay. Unless details con- 
cerning the conditions of an agency are furnished, local 
firms are naturally reluctant to state definitely their 
willingness to consider an agency. 


_—  — — 
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Special Articles. 


AMERICAN_EXPORT TRADE. 





AN OFFICIAL SURVEY. 

A striking analysis of America’s position as an ey. 
porter at the present time, and a survey of the difficul. 
ties which confront her in the European markets, has 
been made by Mr. Philip B. Kennedy, now Director 
of the United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce at Washington (but who is better known in 
this country in his recent capacity of American Con- 
mereial Attaché in London). 

Writing in the middle of September Mr, Kennedy 
claims that the events of the next half year cannot 
fail to be of the greatest significance to the future of 
American export trade, and it is important therefore to 
review the factors which have emerged since the 
Armistice in order to form an opinion on the future. 
For the purpose of making deductions he takes the 
period July, 1918, to June, 1919, and divides it into the 
period of war-trade (July-December, 1918), and the 
transition period of January-June, 1919. His views 
and conclusions are :— 

AMERICAN Export Movement. 

An important factor to consider at the outset is the pre- 
sent position of our export trade. The record for the year 
ending last June has peculiar significance. That period 
covers the last months of the war and the first months of 
peace, and since trade has considerable momentum and re- 
sponds only after an appreciable interval to changed condi- 
tions, we may safely regard the last six months of 1918 
as the close-of-the-war period and the first six months of 
1919 as the beginning-ot-the-peace period. 

Exports during the fiscal year increased twelve hundred 
million dollars over the previous year, but of this gain over 
a billion came from January to June and only 200 millions 
during the last six months of 1918. In percentages, exports 
during the war semester increased 7 per cent. over the last 
six months of 1917, while during the peace semester they 
show a gain of 35 per cent. over the first six months of 1918, 
The rate since peace returned is thus five times as great as 
during the last six months of the war. 

A year ago the peak of the shipments of war supplies had 
already passed. So there was naturally a falling off in these 
lines, even last fall, and the movement ceased the past 
spring. ixplosives (chiefly gunpowder, loaded shells, and 
fuses) declined more than a quarter of a billion dollars; 
copper and brass, 165 millions; steel billets and ingots, 87 
millions; firearms, 30 millions; and picric acid, 27 millions— 
in all, 559 millions. 

In view of this heavy loss of over half a billion dollars in 
war supplies, the net export gain of 1,200 millions is even 
more striking, for it means that commercial shipments really 
increased nearly 1,800 millions during the year. A billion of 
this gain is found in three items—meats (including lard), 
wheat, and cotton. 

EXPORTS BY Groups. 

Perhaps a clearer idea of the character of the trade 
changes can be had by comparing the so-called ‘‘great 
groups’ into which the articles are divided according to 
their use and degree of manufacture. The chief gain, repre- 
senting more than half of the total, came in the class of 
prepared foodstuffs. Meats represented the big gain in this 
class, followed at a long distance by refined sugar, condensed 
milk, fruits, and wheat flour. Crude foodstuffs showed the 
next largest increase, made up almost entirely of wheat. 
The gain in the exports of raw materials also loomed big. 
cotton and tobacco being responsible for the increase. 
Finished manufactures showed an export gain of 20) 
millions. The peculiarity in this class is that the big items 
just about offset each other. The striking loss in explosives 
and firearms just about balances the gain in machinery, 
cotton manufactures, mineral oils, vehicles, paper, and 
electrical appliances. And it is to be noted that it took 
six classes of peace articles to equal two classes of war sup- 
plies. The entire gain.in the class is registered by numerous 
articles, no one of which showed an increase of more than 
15 millions. Just as a people that has no history is said to 
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he happiest, so export trade progressing uniformly is perhaps 
most satisfactory. The group of semi-manufactured goods— 
manufactures for further use in manufacturing—shows a 
decline of a quarter of a billion dollars. Copper, brass, steel 
hillets, and picrie acid were the big losers, while only leather 
showed an important gain, 

CocuNTRIES OF DESTINATION. 

The seven leading countries of destination are all in north- 
western Europe. Belgium stands first, then the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, and the three Scandi- 
navian countries—Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. Bel- 
cium had a gain of 228,000,000; United Kingdom, 
152,000,000; while the other five countries ranged from 
“4.000.000 to 97,000,000. Japan came next with 59,000,000, 
followed by China and Australia. Exports to South America 
as a whole increased nearly 160,000,000 during the peace 
semester, but the total gain for the year was reduced by : 
decrease during the war semester. 

It is diflicult to measure fairly the real success registered 
hy our export trade. When the Armistice was signed, 
foreign markets were denuded of commercial stocks, and 
since then buying has been heavier than normal in many 
lines. Moreover, competition from other producing and 
manufacturing countries has not been fully resumed. On 
the other hand, our trade has unquestionably been retarded 
by lack of shipping, by the trade restrictions that still 
persist, and above all by inadequate means of financing 
trade, since many would-be customers have not yet products 
to offer in exchange. The fact that our finished manufac- 
tured exports have increased moderately all along the line 
is perhaps the most encouraging sign that our foreign trade 
is resuming normal lines. The return to normal has seemed 
disappointingly slow, however, because we generally under- 
estimated the difficulties. 





Export oF HiaguHer Criass Goons. 


Do not be misled by the statement sometimes made that 
our increased exports merely reflect advancing prices, not a 
quantitive increase in shipments—that our trade gains are 
apparent, not real. It is true that the tonnage of outbound 
cargoes has shown no appreciable gain. The increase in the 
ship tonnage clearing from our ports was only 4 per cent. 
About two-thirds of our exports measured in value are 
returned by weight units—pounds, tons, bushels, or 
barrels. The cargo tonnage of such articles indicates an 
increase of only 1 per cent. over the preceding fiscal year. 
But these facts do not mean that the gain in value is due 
solely to an advance in price. It is due much more to a 
change in the class of goods exported. We shipped four and 
one-half million tons less coal this year, but we shipped 
5,000,000 tons more wheat and cotton and meat and mis- 
cellaneous goods. Advancing prices have unquestionably 
done their part in raising the value of our exports, but the 
substitution of higher class goods for coal is a no less im- 
portant factor. 

FavounraBLeE Trape BALANCE. 


Another feature of our export trade, as brought out by the 
statistics, is the size of our favourable trade balance—that 
is, the excess of exports over imports. This may be con- 
sidered especially in reference to the peace period since last 
January. Prior to that time we could figure that the excess 
of our exports was due primarily to our war effort. If we 
consider the seven months—January to July, 1919, inclusive 
—we find that our exports were nearly twice as great as our 
imports. Our excess of exports for the seven months ran 
at a rate of about 3,000,000,000 dols. a year. To arrive at 
our net trade balance we must consider the sum Europe 
owes us yearly in interest on loans already made. This may 
be estimated roughly as another half billion dollars. When 
we consider that it will take about three and one-half billion 
dollars a vear credit to simply hold our foreign trade where 
it ic, we can see what is involved to provide further credits 
adequate to meet the potentialities of our export trade. 

Europe is still denuded of food, raw materials, and all 
kinds of manufactured goods. There is no question about 
the demand for American goods abroad. The pertinent ques- 
tion is the extent to which we can safely take future pro- 
mises to pay. 

The international situation undoubtedly has an influence 
on prices. In an open market prices are fixed by the bidder 
In greatest need. With a great shortage in certain foreign 
markets and a corresponding emergency demand it is logical 
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that prices should be bid up. This would not be so serious 
if imports were coming in normally. The smaliness of our 
imports is naturally due to the fact that foreign production 
has not yet been fully restored. Increased foreign produc- 
tion will tend to decrease the urgent demand for certain 
American products and at the same time tend to swell the 
volume of American imports (July exports, 570,000,000 dols. ; 
July imports, 345,000,000 dols.). The heavy gain in imports 
during July is, therefore, an encouraging fact. Added im- 
ports will tend to relieve the exchange situation, decrease 
the need for American credit, and relieve the upward ten- 
dency of prices. The present abnormal situation is due to 
the fact that the United States is now acting as the world’s 
principal producer. This may be profitable within reason- 
able limits, but increased production in Kurope is now 
urgently needed to stabilise the world situation. 

Evurorean Propuction aNnp CREDITs. 

Until peace is definitely concluded by the ratification of 
the Peace Treaty, European production will be held back 
and credit risks will be, to an extent, insecure. In certain 
parts of Europe, rotably eastern and south-eastern Europe, 
armies are not yet demobilised, crops are not up to a sate 
margin, and economic reconstruction is being postponed. The 
danger of this situation is cumulative. Bad conditions be- 
come worse. Political jealousy and social unrest feed upon 
idleness and hunger. It is an old proverb that the devil 
always has work for idle hands. 

The solution of the problem presented by this zone otf 
demoralised life is a definite political settlement and a return 
to work. You cannot work and construct when there are no 
rules of the game. Reconstruction, moreover, involves raw 
material and machinery to work with. Most of these upset 
countries have only Government bonds to offer in payment 
for goods desired. Before bankers can safely underwrite 
such loans and offer them to American investors, these 
countries must have definite boundaries, definite obligations, 
and there must be a guarantee that the stronger nations will 
keep the peace in these regions, by moral influence and even 
by coercive measures if necessary. 

The problem of credit to even the strongest nations is diffi- 
cult until the peace settlement is concluded. Whatever one’s 
views about the proper nature of the peace settlement, all 
may readily see and agree that foreign credit arrangements 
are being delayed until a peace settlement assures stabilised 
conditions. Without adequate provisions for foreign credits 
there can be no remedy for the exchange situation, which 
is automatically increasing prices foreign purchasers have 
io pay for American goods. With foreign currencies depre- 
ciated as they are to-day, old-established American businesses 
abroad are finding in certain cases that they are confronted 
with lower prices from competing countries. 

With the peace settled there is good reason for confidence 
that the credit situation can be so handled as to assist Kuro- 
pean nations to restore their production and at the same 
time assure an adequate market for American exports. Ex- 
port trade is a source of national prosperity if payment can 
be secured, either in the form of imports or deferred pay- 
ment in the form of safe foreign securities. If the unsettled 
period can be tided over, as I am sanguine it can, the United 
States is faced with a splendid opportunity for service and 
profit in the world’s markets. 


AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


Kveryone knows that the United States is on the way to 
having the merchant marine, The revival of normal foreign 
trade depends to a great extent upon frequent and regular 
shipping services from American ports to different parts of 
the world. When, morecver, the emergency demand for 
American goods begins to fall off, lower ocean freight rates 
will be vital. 

The first great relief to commercial shipping is the turning 
back of vessels which have been needed for military purposes, 
principally bringing our fighting men back from Europe. 

The programme of the War Department called for the 
return by Ist September of all shipping that had been re- 
quisitioned for the movement of troops and supplies. It 
was impossible to carry out this programme fully, and a 
considerable tonnage of requisitioned ships is still under 
the control of the War Department. There has, however, 
been a large tonnage returned to commercial use, and the 
movement is still being carried forward as rapidly as possible. 
At the peak, the ships assigned to the Army reached 
4,182,000 deadweight tons. The figure had been reduced to 
900,000 deadweight tons by September 8—and of these 
381,000 deadweight tons were in process of redelivery to the 
Shipping Board, leaving some 500,000 deadweight tons still 
in actual Army use. The majority of the ships released 
were returned by the Shipping Board to private owners. 
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AMERICAN SHIPPING ON THE ATLANTIC ROUTE. 


The practical question which men connected with American 
export trade may wish to have answered is as to the actual 
increase in the amount of American shipping available for 
commercial use, and the corresponding influence on freight 
rates. From Ist December to Ist July the gross tonnage of 
steamers (exclusive of tankers) under United States control 
engaged on the Overseas Merchant Service increased oom 
1,569 000 to 3,392,000, while the tonnage in the same service 
under foreign control fell from 5,592,000 to 5,230,000. The 
great gain was in the European trade, which increased from 
194,000 to 1,633,000 gross tons under United States control, 
but decreased from 4,435,000 to 3,730,000 gross tons under 
foreign control. The net gain in the total overseas merchant 
service was thus 1,800,000 gross tons and in the European 
trade alone 734,000 gross tons. More than half of the gain 
in the merchant service outside of the European trade was 
in the East Coast South American trade (537,000 gross tons). 
East Asian trade gained 331,000 gross tons, and Middle 
American 270,000 gross tons, while the West Coast South 
American fell off 261,000 gross tons (presumably due to the 
withdrawal of nitrate ships). 

Let it be emphasised that the overseas shipping under the 
American control increased 2-1 million gross tons from 
December to July, and further that from Ist April to Ist July 
there was an increase of over 1,000,000 gross tons simply i 
the North Atlantic trade. When we consider this three 
months’ gain on the great trunk line to North Europe, it is 
interesting to remember that before the war only about this 
tonnage was engaged in all foreign trade under the American 
flag. The American merchant marine is therefore making 
detinite progress 

Although shipping has been plentiful there has been little, 
if any, real decline in general freight rates in the last few 
months. Decreases have been confined to special cases. Pre- 
sumable decline in general freight rates, while naturally to 
be expected in view of increase in available shipping, has 
been delayed because of the demand to carry accumulated 
stocks and to meet increased trade as new routes are open- 
ing. Conditions, however, are set for lower freight rates. 
in well informed quarters it is expected that the tendency 
from now on will be downward. 

Serious consideration is also being given to the establish- 
ment of regular sailings of passenger ships on important 
routes not yet adequately provided for. 


Tne OUTLOOK. 


Great forces are to-day at work, the outcome of which must 
be closely watched. Yet it is also time when the individual 
manufacturer and exporter should get his house in order. 

The present abnormal demand for American goods, due to 
under-production abroad, may conceivably tend to increase 
American costs. When trade is brisk at good prices the 
same attention is not always given to economies of produc- 
tion as when it takes close figuring to secure a profit. There 
may be a rebound in European countries when production 
gains momentum. Great Britain, France, Belgium, and 
Germany have shown in the past that they could often 
manufacture cheaper than we could in the United States. 
In all these countries vigorous efforts will be made. They 
have been hard pressed, and have every incentive to recoup. 
It is none too soon to study carefully the mounting costs 
which not only inflict us at home with the high cost of living, 
but which may also sooner than we expect limit our oppor- 
tunities abroad. Foreign trade is no Eldorado. Our 
foreign trade in the long run will succeed in proportion 
as we can produce skillfully and cheaply. Let us hold steady 
during this unsettled period. It is no time to ‘“ break 
training.” 

The next half-year will show whether the United States 
will rise to meet its new international business position with 
the determination, foresight, and enthusiasm necessary to 
real achievement. It is one thing to have an opportunity 
and another to grasp it. There will be no shortage of order 
taxers. If, however, we go no further than order-taking 
during the vital trying days of world trade adjustment, we 
will not have experienced the change needful to a world posi- 
tion. There must be a national under standing and a 
national interest in world political and commercial affairs. 
There must be as many purchasers of foreign bonds as there 
were of Liberty Loans. The Government must have a foreign 
commercial service which will be on such a plane as to retain 
permanently highiy trained and experienced men. Export- 
ing manufacturers and export merchants must build from the 
ground up organisations at home and abroad of the hest 
calibre. ‘‘The door of opportunity is opened, and there 
are many adversaries.”’ 
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SHIPBUILDING DURING THE WAR. 


REPORT OF LLOYD’S REGISTER. 


We published on 7th August last a report by ‘‘Lloyd’, 
Register of Shipping ’’ on the World’s Shipbuil ding 
which was issued with the new uncensored edition of 
Lloyd’s Register Book. The Society has now issued its 
Annual Re sport for 1918-19, in the course of which 
general survey is given of the work done during the 
past five years. Much of this work was secret while 
the war lasted. | 

During the past five years the Society has classed 
nearly ten million tons general shipping, and during 
the year ended 30th June has passed the plans of 1,136 
vessels representing 38,664,040 tons. An Americas 
Comimittee of the Register was established in Ney 
York in 1916, composed of leading underwriters, ship. 
owners, shipbuilders and engineers. The Society Pie 
ing 1918-19 classed 470 v essels in America of 1 883, 759 
tons, and there were on 80th June, 419 vessels of 
1,787,805 tons being built in the United States with a 
view to classification. 

We give below extracts trom the Report rane. 
some of the special war operations of the Society : 








VESSELS FOR H.M. NAVY. 


Soon after the outbreak of war it was found necessary to 
construct a number of auxiliary vessels of special types for 
minesweeping, patrol, and other duties of this n nature, and 
in view of the intensified construction of fighting ships, the 
Admiralty, with a quick realisation of the position. decided 
io place orders for many vessels of the new types with firms 
who had hitherto built only merchant ships. In order to 
meet the Admiralty requirements and to facilitate the work 
of builders unaccustomed to this class of work, the 
Admiralty requested Lloyd’s Register, who had, prior to 
the war, surveyed during construction certain auxiliary 
vessels for His Majesty’ S Nav y, and whose Surveyors were in 
daily contact with the shipbuilding firms in the country, to 
render all possible assistance with the Society’s organisation 
in the design, construction, and production ‘of these special 
types of vessels. The Committee willingly responded to the 
wishes of the Admiralty, and made special arrangements 
for the Society’s staff throughout the country to do all in 
their power to help forward the work. Various difficul- 
ties had to be contended with. Many of the shipbuilding 
firms with whom orders for these vessels had been placed 
were unacquainted with Admiralty designs, requirements, 
or practice. Owing to the restricted draught, light 
scantlings were entailed, thus rendering necessary special 
care to secure the highest class of workmanship. High 
speed of production was required, and this could only be 
effected by arranging for quick and regular delivery oi 
material. The Society’s staff kept closely in touch with the 
Admiralty, thus helping to secure prompt decisions upon 
points of detail arising during construction, the quick issue 
of information respecting any developments of design and 
details, and the speeding up of accessories to ensure the 
earliest possible delivery. In conjunction with the Admiralty 
designs were prepared, the ordering of material and priority 
of delivery were regulated, and the circulation of plans and 
information to builders was organised, the whole work of 
inspection being handed over by the Admiralty to the 
Society’s Surveyors, who, in addition to carrying out the 
special survey of the hulls and machinery of these vessels, 
saw that the details of the specifications were adhered to 
by the builders, and assisted in the organisation of the 
work, doing everything possible to ensure the vessels being 
ready for sea in the minimum time. The Committee 
appointed certain of the Society’s Surveyors for the scle 
duty of securing co-ordination of construction and supply 
of ships, material, machinery, and accessories. These officers 
were invested with enlarged powers in the areas of pro- 
duction in which they operated. They kept in touch with 
each other and undoubtedly did much to expedite the 
rapid completion of these vessels. 

In the case of the first ships ordered (those known as 
single-screw sloops) twelve ships were delivered complete 
within six months of the placing of orders, most of the 
deliveries being well before the contract dates specified. 
As the war progressed, altered conditions required different 
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designs or types of ships to meet them, The early lightly- 
armed patrol vessels were followed by somewhat larger and 
faster ships, by trawlers and drifters for mine-sweeping 
urposes, twin-screw minesweepers, patrol gunboats, tugs 
of various designs, boom defence vessels, mooring steamers, 
etc, Special mention may also be made of the Fleet Oilers 
(oil carriers built for fuelling ships at sea), and the vessels 
converted for this purpose or for the carriage of fuel oil, as 
these, with their complicated machinery, took much longer 
‘n construction or conversion than any of the other types. 
Altogether, 924 vessels, of a total gross tonnage of 687,560, 
vere built under the inspection of Lloyd’s Register for the 
Admiralty. 
FERRO-CONCRETE VESSELS. 

{he shortage of steel and scarcity of skilled labour during 
the war led to the development of the use of reinforced 
concrete for ship construction, and in this country orders 
were placed by the Admiralty for tugs and barges, intended 
mainly for service in cross-Channel passages between England 
and France. Reinforced concrete had already been used as 
a material of construction in the case of a few small vessels 
built in Scandinavia and the United States. At the request 
of the Admiralty, special arrangements were made for the 
survey during construction of the vessels ordered by them, 
Surveyors being appointed who were experts in ferro- 
concrete construction. These Surveyors worked in conjunc- 
tion with the Society’s Ship Surveyors, and the work was 
organised on the lines already indicated in the case of other 
vessels built for the Admiralty. The vessels on completion 
were assigned a class with a special notation of ‘‘Subject to 
Annual Survey—Experimental.”? The original building 
programme of ferro-concrete vessels, which was adopted as 
a war emergency measure, was reduced on the cessation of 
hostilities. Considerable progress has, however, since been 
made with the remaining vessels, about 20 of which have 
received the Society’s classification. Three ferro-concrete 
coasting vessels built in the United Kingdom for private 
owners have also been classed by the Society. 

In 1918 a Department of Concrete Ship Construction was 
organised in the United States of America for the purpose 
of preparing a suitable design for 3,50U-ton cargo vessels 
of ferro-concrete. A construction programme was decided 
upon and contracts placed in June, 1918, and with the object 
of communicating to the Society’s Staff in the United States 
the experience which-had been gained in this country in 
the matter of design of ferro-concrete ships, and also of 
exchanging views thereon with those responsible for the 
construction of similar vessels in America, the Committee 
sent out one of the Society’s Ferro-Concrete Experts from 
this country. Shortly after the signing of the Armistice, 
however, the American building programme was greatly 
reduced, and very few of the vessels have been proceeded 
with. 

There are a few ferro-concrete vessels in various stages 
of construction building under the Society’s survey in Spain, 
Denmark, Norway, and on the Adriatic. 


GEARED STEAM TURBINES. 


There has been a remarkable increase during the last two 
years in the number of vessels built to the Society’s classifi- 
cation in which geared turbines have been fitted. During 
the year ended 30th June, 1917, the Society classed 23 new 
vessels of 153,805 tons fitted with geared turbines; in the 
following twelve months 72 vessels of 367,960 tons, and in the 
twelve months ended 30th June, 1919, 183 vessels of 1,051,302 
tons. 

The largest of the classed vesseis titted with geared 
turbines during the year ended 30th June, 1919, were:— 


Owners. 
.Eagle Oil Transport Co., Ltd. 


Nameof Vessel. Tons. 
San Florentino....12,842.. 


CE 9,857...Federa] Steam Navigation Co., 
Ltd. 

EBTIOR.........05.00 &,739...United States Shipping Board 

South Bend......... 8,739...United States Shipping Board. 


OIL ENGINES. 


During the war there was a great increase in the manu- 
facture of Diesel engines intended for submarines and other 
war vessels, but, owiny to war conditions, the manufacture 
of Diesel engines for merchant vessels did not advance to 
such an extent as had been anticipated. Several vessels of 
considerable size fitted with Diesel engines have, however, 
been built during the war to the Society’s class by Messrs. 
Harland and Wolff and by Messrs. Burmeister and Wain, 
of Copenhagen. The largest Diesel engines which have been 
fitted in any merchant vessel are the twin-screw engines made 
by Messrs. Harland and Wolff, of Glasgow, for the motor 
vessel “‘Glenapp,’”’? of 7,374 tons gross, which was built in 
1918 by Messrs. Barclay, Curle and Co., Ltd., and classed 
with the Society. : 
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The following table of typical vessels illustrates the 
advance which has taken place in the construction of Diesel 


lungines : — 
Twin or Cylinders. 
Single Date of Dia. Stroke. 

NAME. Tons. Screw. Build. No. Inches. Inches. 
VULCANUS 1,179 Single 1910 6... 15} 23% 
SELANDIA 4,950 Twin 1912 16 .. 20% 283 
JUNO 2,345 Single 1912. 6 22 39} 
Sram 5,296 Twin 1913 16 23} 314 
FIONTA 5,219 Twin 1914 12 .. 294 43 yy 
PANAMA 5,239 Twin 1915 12 2443 «ST 
(GLENAMOY 7,269 Twin 1916 12 2632 393 
GLENAVY 5,075 Twin 1917 12 9413 333 
(;LENAPP 7,374 Twin I918S) 16 293 43 $5 


The ‘‘Vulcanus”’ was the first sea-going vessel to be fitted 
with Diesei engines. 

The ‘‘Selandia’’? was the first large Diesel-engined vessel 
undertaking long voyages. 

The ‘‘Fionia,’> as compared with the ‘‘Siam,’’ was re- 
markable as having larger cylinders, enabling a smaller 
number to be fitted. 

In the ‘‘Glenapp’’ still larger cylinders have been fitted, 
but the larger number of 8 per shaft has been reverted to. 

There are now 69 vessels in service fitted with Diesel 
engines which have been constructed in accordance with the 
Society's rules. 


VESSELS CARRYING REFRIGERATED CARGOES. 

At an early stage of the War the demand for vessels fitted 
with refrigerating installations, enabling them to carry meat 
for the use of the Allied Armies in the Field, became ab- 
normal, and every effort was made to complete vessels which 
were under construction in the United Kingdom for this 
special trade, whilst in other vessels, originally intended 
for the carriage of fruit, the installations were modified to 
enabie the vessels tc carry meat. Then, for some time, little 
turther progress was made in the United Kingdom in build- 
ing refrigerated ships, but later on arrangements were 
made for a number of the Standard vessels to be fittted with 
refrigerating appliances. 

There are at present under construction in this country 
and abroad 20 vessels of large carrying capacity which are 
being fitted with refrigerating installations under the survey 
of the Society’s Surveyors. Five of these vessels are building 
in Denmark and are intended for the carriage of fruit. At 
the end of June, 1919, 185 vessels fitted with refrigerated 
cargo-carrying installations held the Society’s Certificate in 
respect of Refrigerating Machinery (Lloyd’s R.M.C.), as 
against 176 holding the Certificate at the end of June, 1914. 
There is a large increase in the number of refrigerated 
vessels owned abroad. Of the 185 vessels holding the Society’s 
R.M.C. Certificate, 18 are registered in the United States 
and 3 in Japan, and, in view of the small quantities of meat 
which were admitted into Continentat countries in pre-war 
days, it is of interest to note that there are now 13 French 
and 10 Italian vessels holding the Society’s Refrigerating 
Certificate. 

ELECTRIC WELDING. 

Although electric arc welding has been employed for many 
vears for ship repair work, its use has been hitherto con- 
lined to those parts of the structure which are not likely to 
be exposed to severe stresses, and it is only since the early 
part of the War that appreciable progress has been made 
in the developments of welding, which would appear to 
justify the consideration of proposals to use electric welding 
as a means of replacing the usual riveted connections of 
structural work of primary importance. In 1917 the Com- 
mittee of Lloyd’s Register arranged for an exhaustive series 
of tests to be carried out under the direction of the Society’s 
Chief Ship Surveyor, to determine, us far as possible, the 
general trustworthiness of structural connections effected 
by electric welding, and their capacity to withstand the 
strains to which they would be subjected. The results of the 
experiments made were considered by the Technical Com- 
mittee of the Society, and on their recommendation the 
General Committee adopted, as a tentative measure, pro- 
visional rules for the classification in Lloyd’s Register Book 
of vessels electrically welded, subject to the notations 
“Experimental” and ‘Electrically Welded.’”? The Com- 
mittee also formulated their requirements regarding the 
tests to be complied with by all systems of electric welding 
for which approval was desired, and a notice was issued 
stating that the Committee were prepared to consider appli- 
cations from any Electric Welding Companies for their 
processes to be recognised by the Society for use in ship 
construction, and for their names to be inserted in a list 
of companies whose processes have been approved as ful- 
filling the Society’s conditions. 

Plans for the first vessel in which the butts, seams, and 
other connections are to be electrically welded have been 
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submitted, and approved by the Committee. This vessel, 
which is about 150 ft. in length, and in which the use of 
rivets will be entirely dispensed with, is now nearly ready 
for launching, and the behaviour of the vessel after comple- 
tion will be carefully followed by all who are interested 
in the new system of construction, 

Applications have also been received by the Committee 
for approval of a scheme of construction in which both 


riveting and welding processes shall be employed, but in” 


such a manner that the vessel might be classed without the 
actution ‘‘Experimental.’’ After careful consideration the 
Committee approved, in the case of a vessel framed on the 
longitudinal system, a design in which electric welding will 
be employed in the construction of the bulkheads and for the 
attachment of the longitudinal frames to the structural 
plating, this approval being contingent upon a special 
notation being inserted against the vessel’s name in the 
Register Book. 
SUB-DIVISION OF PASSENGER VESSELS. 

In April, 1919, the Committee had before them letters 
received from the Chamber of Shipping of the United King- 
dom and the Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association ask- 
ing that Mr. Abell, the Society’s Chief Ship Surveyor, might 
be allowed to render them assistance in formulating pro- 
posals on the subject of the sub-division of passenger vessels, 
in view of the difficulties experienced in the application of 
the Merchant Shipping Convention Act of 1914. The Com- 
mittee agreed that, in the circumstances, this matter should 
be gone into and reported upon by the Society’s Chief 
Ship Surveyor, and aiterwards be brought under the con- 
sideration of the Technical Committee with a view to the 
subject being dealt with on lines which might be acceptable 
both to the Board of Trade and to shipowners. The subject, 
in due course, came before the Technical Committee, with 
whom were associated for this purpose Mr. J. A. Potter, of 
Messrs. Shaw, Savill and Albion Co., Ltd., Mr. L. Peskett, 
of the Cunard Line; and Mr. G. W. Barr, of Messrs. Alfred 
Holt and Co. 

After very careful consideration of the proposals, whieh 
applied to passenger vessels of, say, from 400 feet to 600 
feet in length, the Technical Committee unanimously agreed 
strongly to recommend the adoption of these proposals as 
being preferable to the existing regulations, both from a 
safety point of view and an economic point of view, and, 
further, to suggest that very earnest representation should 
be made to the Board of Trade with that object. The 
Committee, who hope that these proposals will prove of 
creat benefit to the shipping community, have arranged for 
the question of the bulkhead sub-division of smaller 
passenger ships to be similarly investigated. 





ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
HOLLAND. 


A BRITISH OPPORTUNITY. 

In the latter part of September a deputation from 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers paid a visit to 
Holland to see what that country was doing to develop 
the use of electricity. The Dutch Association of 
Directors of Electric Power Stations, through the 
President and the members, acted as the hosts of the 
British party. A representative of the Department 
of Overseas Trade was invited to accompany the elec- 
trical engineers, who, on arrival at Rotterdam, were 
met by their Dutch hosts and by H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at The Hague. A technical report upon the 
results of the visit will be prepared in due course by 
the members of the deputation. Our purpose here is 
to indicate briefly what Holland is seeking to do, and 
how British manufacturers of electrical apparatus may 
co-operate to their advantage. 

Holland, alive to her weakness in being largely 
dependent upon imported coal and oil, is seeking to 
lessen that dependence by the wholesale electrification 
of her industries, and of her lighting, heating and trans- 
port services. For example, in Amsterdam the use 
of electricity for lighting has increased more than ten- 
fold during the period 1904-1918, and for traction and 
industrial purposes more than thirtyfold. Out cf 
140,000 buildings in the city 110,000 have already been 
fitted for electric light. The installation of electricity 
in the remainder is being pushed forward, and people 
of all classes are being encouraged to use electric power 
for domestic purposes—ironing, toasting and so on—as 
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well as for light. To meet the expanding requiremey 
of the city a new additional Power House has bets 
built, and alongside a huge refuse destructor, x 
that steam generated by the combustion of refus; 
may bé used to drive the turbines of the Power Hous, 
This development in Amsterdam, which is typical 
what is taking place in other Dutch cities, suggests thes 
the country will be a large market for domestic alee. 
trical appliances of all kinds, as well as for electy;. 
light bulbs and cables. British bulbs will have tr 
meet the stiff competition of the home industry, by 
for domestic appliances the market is more open, ang 
British cables are already highly esteemed and Widely 
used. : 7 

It was observed, in most of the power houses whic. 
were inspected in Holland, that the machinery wa 
almost exclusively of German make. Where not Ger. 
man the plant was Swiss. The absence of Britis) 
machinery in the newly equipped power houses is to bh 
attributed partly to the inability of British makers 4; 
guarantee delivery, and partly, it would seem, to th 
fact that recent British progress in the sphere of th: 
electrical industry is not as yet sufticiently appreciatel 
in Holland. Dutch electrical expansion cannot in any 
case, walt upon the delays caused by British labow 
disputes and uncertainties in regard to prices. It ; 
obvious that the countries which now succeed in meet. 
ing Dutch requirements will have secured a strong 
hold upon future contracts. The equipment of én 
electrical generating-station must be uniform me 
British and German systems of generation, trans 
forming, and transmission cannot economically oxist 
side by side. So that if German or Swiss ¢ 
possibly American makers are first in the field they will 
remain in possession when later developments. take 
place. An interlocking system of power centres is con. 
templated in Holland under which the plant will tend 
to become standardised. It is therefore essential that 
if British manufacturers wish to share in the large 
Dutch market for electrical plant and appliances they 
must secure their footing now and not leave the field 
to be permanently occupied by German, Swiss «i 
American competitors. ; | 


_ 
—_— 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy ¢ 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,’”’ it must te 
understood that such explanations are necessarily m the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
—_ ee of the text of the documents then- 
selves. 











IMPORTANCE OF TRADE MARK 
REGISTRATION. 


An instructive pamphlet has recently been issued by 
a New York attorney, who has made a study of the 
trade-marks situation. He states that American mant- 
facturers and traders must, for safety, seek carefully 
to observe certain rules if they wish to succeed in the 
export business. These rules are outlined as follows 
(and the advice given might be accepted by British 
firms) :— ) 

(1) They must register each and every trade-mark used 
by them upon their goods, in their own name, and in every 
country in which the goods are sold. | 

(2) Register the trade-marks before the goods are shipped 
abroad, and, if possible, before the marks are advertised in 
trade journals, which will reach foreign countries. 

(3) Where the same mark is used, or likely to be used, upo? 
different articles of the same general class, make certain that 
the registration covers all such articles. 

(4) Where the same mark is used upon articles which are 
found in different classes, effect a separate registration for 
each distinct class. 

The dangers of piracy, he states, may be classified as 
follows :— ; 

1. Actual Piracy.—The registration by a foreigner of an 
unprotected, well-known, and valuabie trade-mark, to the 
prejudice of the real owner who has neglected to protect his 
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property. There are a great number of instances of this 
nature, and in most cases the real owner has been obliged 
to cease using his own mark in such country, or acquire the 
right to the use thereof from the registrant. 

9. Imitation and Counterfeiting.—A trade-mark owner 
who neglects to register his marks abroad frequently finds his 
market fiooded with inferior goods bearing imitations or 
counterfeits of his name or marks. a 

3. Reaistration in Name of Local Agents.—-This is a 
frequent cause of trouble and expense in cases where dis- 
agreements have arisen, or new agents have been selected, 
os the mark is the property of the agent in whose name it 
as rgistered. | 
at Registration of Marks.—Owners who allow the term tor 
which a registration has been effected to expire without pro- 
curing a registration, sometimes iind that an unscrupulous 
trader has stepped in and secured the registration of the 
mark in his own name, This occasions serious loss in cases 
where marks have become well known and valuable through 


long use. 





SWITZERLAND AND AMERICAN TRADE. 


A Commission composed of representatives of the 
Southern American Congress (which has its head- 
quarters at Washington), and including a special repre- 
sentative from the Department of Commerce in Wash- 
ington, will shortly visit Basle. The Commission is at 
present visiting various Continental States with the 
object of establishing mutual financial and commercial 
relations between the United States of America and 
those States. | 

As regards imports into Switzerland, the members of 
the Mission represent, among others, producers of 
eotton, iron, timber, coal, tobacco and vegetable oils, 
and special interest 1s being taken in all export indus- 
tries, particularly the manufacture of silk ribbons, 
chemical products, boots and shoes, and watches and 
clocks. 





TRADE RELATIONS OF FINLAND AND POLAND. 


The Finnish Delegates at present in Warsaw, on 
being questioned by Polish business men on the proba- 
bility of trade relations between Poland and Finland, 
stated that the chief commodities which Finland could 
at present export to Poland were wood for building, 
cellulose, paper pulp, paper, gravel, granite, fish and 
some metals. Finland could also undertake, it was 
stated, the agency for supplying Poland with foreign 
merchandise (colonial wares, textile products, etc.), as 
well as the direct importation of these commodities to 
Poland. _ 

Finnish merchants are counting on obtaining corn, 
potato flour, barley, starch, sugar and especially naphtha 
products, and petrol from Poland. Finnish business 
representatives have expressed their willingness to 
accept Polish marks in exchange for their goods on the 
condition, however, that payment for merchandise ex- 
ported from Poland to Finland should also be made in 
Polish marks. 





FRENCH LOCAL LOAN ISSUES ABROAD. 


According to the ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ of the 30th 
September, a Bill, authorising departments and towns 
to raise loans abroad over a period not exceeding 30 
years, has become law. Every loan so desired must 
have the consent of the Government, whose decree will 
also fix the maximum of the debt to be incurred, the 
rate of interest and the date of repayment. Securities 
issued in virtue of this law, and not negotiable in 
France, will be exempt from tax. 





AMERICANS IN SPAIN. 


Travellers who have visited Spain since the Armistice 
cannot fail to have been struck by the much larger place 


_ which American interests now appear to occupy in this 


country, states the ‘‘Anglo-Spanish Trade Journal ”’ 
of Bilbao. 
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_ The presence of American officers and agents 
in every port and town, the activity displayed 
by American engineers in exploring and studying 
Spanish sources of industrial and mineral wealth, the 
visit of American bankers, who seem to have inter. 
viewed everybcdy of importance, have impressed all 
ranks of Spanish society and created a new current of 
opini.n. Hew much of the vast schemes talked about 
will ever ccme into being it is difficult to foresee, but 
it is undeniable that American interests to-day seem in 
a more favourable position than they have ever been 
in the Peninsula. 





FINANCIAL LEGISLATION IN ITALY. 


Recent articles appearing in the Italian press show 
that the financial measures proposed by the Italian 
Government are meeting with strong opposition. 

By what is called in one journal a ‘‘ providential in- 
discretion,’’ the terms of the provisional tariff reform 
were apparently made public prematurely. This gave 
the industrial interests time to marshal their forces, 
and the General Confederation has issued a manifesto 
to the effect that the proposed new duties, which on an 
average are about 50 per cent. higher than those pre- 
viously existing, should be increased by an additional 
100 per cent. and should be extended to all articles and 
not confined to those usually imported from the Central 
Powers. 

The scheme for a Forced Loan is very strongly criti- 
cised, especially on the ground that the rules for the 
valuation of real property will work most unfairly. It 
is possible that the whole matter will be reserved for 
consideration in detail by the new parliament which will 
be elected in November, 


GLASS MANUFACTURE IN CUBA. 


A large glass plant for the manufacture of bottles 
and table and illuminating glassware has recently been 
erected at Havana, Cuba. This is the first plant of its 
kind in Cuba (says the United States Bureau of Mines 
Report), and the outlook for its success seems promis- 
ing. One of the factors most favourable to the estab- 
lishment of the glass industry in Cuba is the supply of 
raw materials available on the island. The new com- 
pany controls about 3,000 acres of glass sand, with an 
average content of 99.43 per cent. silica, and has ample 
resources of high grade limestone. Machinery and sup- 
plies are being purchased in the United States, and 
arrangements are being made for the introduction of a 
number of experienced glass workers. 








TERM OF VALIDITY OF FRENCH PATENTS. 


Under a Law promulgated on the 8th October and 
published in the ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ of the 10th October, 
the term of validity of French Patents which had not 
expired prior to the Ist of August, 1918, and Patents 
issued or applied for subsequent to that date and before 
the 1st of August, 1919, may now be extended on appli- 
cation, when it can be proved that the Patentees or 
holders of the Patent Rights have not been able, owing 
to war conditions, to work their Patents normally. The 
extensions of validity referred to are, however, subject 
to numerous conditions and formalities. The British 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris strongly recommends 
any of its Members who are desirous of availing them- 
selves of the extension referred to, to take the matter 
up with a competent firm of Franco-Pritish Patent 
lawyers to steer them through the technical and legal 
intricacies of the procedure. 


tts 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 24th October, from the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta :— 

SEASON. 

Weather dry everywhere except in Lower Burma and 
South India. Rain required for winter Paddy in parts West 
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa. 

Crops. 

During the week ending Saturday, Lith October, prepara- 
tions and sowing spring crops continued except in Bombay, 
where just commencing. Harvesting autumn crops continued 
Central India and Bihar and Orissa. Wirter rice crops 
practically over Burma and Bengal. Harvest progressed 
Southern India, out-turn tair. Piucking tea continued 
Assam. Jute harvesting nearly completed, Assam. Steeping 
and washing continued Bengal. Cotton picking commenced 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh and North-West 
Frontier Province, continued Burma, Punjab and Behar. 
General crop conditions good, but rain badly needed un- 
irrigated crops, Punjab. 

INpIGo FORECAST. 

All-India first Indigo forecast: acreage 208,100, yield, dye, 
27,300 ewt. (Last year’s corresponding forecast: acreage 
300,700, yield 44,100.) 











MarRKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market irregular. Fully good Broach, 
April-May, Rs.525 As. 8. Piece-goods Market active ; demand 
encouraging witn improved prices. Calcutta Jute Market 
dull; nothing doing. Gunny Market steady. Hessians im- 
“wehdeng tone. Heavy goods steady. No change in Bank 

ates. 





THE CINCHONA PLANTATIONS OF BENGAL. 
From the beginning of 1875-76, the year in which factory 
products began to be issued, to the end of 1918-19, a period 
of 44 years, 219,200 lb. of Cinchona Febrifuge have heen 
issued from the Government Cinchona Plantations and 
Factory in Bengal, according to the Report for the year 
1918-19. Up to the end of 1886-87 this drug was the only, 
and up to the end of 1889-90 the main, product of the 
factory, but from 1890-91 onwards its issue steadily declined 
until 1914-15, when the scarcity and high cost of quinine 
brought Cinchona Febrifuge again into medical fashion. 
During the 18 years 1901-02—1918-19, the total quantity 
issued was 79,390 Ib., of which 36,842 lb., or over 46 per 
cent., were sold during the last four years. From the 
beginning of 1887-88, in which year quinine began to be 
issued, to the end of 1918-19, a period of 32 years, the total 
quantity of quinine issued was 577,490 lb. 15 oz. Of this 
quantity 242,296 lb., or almost 42 per cent. of the total, 


were issued during the last four years, 


EyFECT OF THE War. 

These figures are eloquent of the strain thrown on the 
Department by the demands of the war years. The im- 
mediate brunt fell upon the quinine reserve which the 
Department was furtunately enabled to build up at very low 
cost and just in time, and which steod at over 163,000 Ib. 
when war broke cut. The reserve, however, could not meet 
indefinitely such a drain, and as during the latter half of the 
war period it was impossible to purchase either bark or 
quinine to supplement it, or even to foretell when such 
could be purchased, recourse was perforce had during the 
last two years to the otherwise undesirable expedient of in- 
creasing the immediate plantation harvest by cutting out 
immature acreages. Thus, the average age of the Munsong 
acreage cut out in 1918-19 was 6:7 years, with an average 
total yield per acre of about 2,000 lb., against a yield of 
3,260 Ib. per acre from Mungpoo, where the average age 
of the acreage cut out was nine years. In the circumstances 
this sacrifice of bark increment paid well, for the price of 
such quinine as could be got in the market ranged from 
Rs.28 to Rs.60 or more per lb., as against Rs.7, the cost of 
manufacture from plantation bark. 

Still. the fact has to be faced that 2,270 acres of the 
2.600 now under Cinchona are under 7 years of age. To 
allow of these acreages gaining a normal amount of bark 
increment, only a normal amount of ‘“‘thinnings’”’ should be 
harvested for the next few years. It should be possible to 
arrange for this, ss the demand for quinine should now sink 
to a more reasonable level, and there is likely to be available 
from outside sources bark to be purchased by the Govern- 


——., 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
ment of India, which bark with the harvest normal: to the 
ages of the acreages of the plantations should sufiice to 
keep the factory output up to a nermal demand. 

FINANCE. 

All the Cinchona on the plantation, except 48 acres, hag 
been planted since 1909-10. The total expenditure on the 
entire Department for the last ten years, exclusive of the 
Rs.13 lakhs, is Ks.27,30,806, and the total revenue, exclusive 
of the Prisons Department’s share, is Rs.71,79,916. The 
surplus, Rs.44,49,110, is equal to a return of 28 per cent. per 
annum on each year’s total expenditure during the period 
from the year of expenditure to the end of the period. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
STATE PURCHASE OF THE HORAHORA 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC SYSTEM. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON, 

The Dominion Government has purchased the Horahora 
hydro-electric system at the price, it is stated, of £212,500, 
from the Waihi Gold Mining Company, and took possession 
of the installation on Ist October. 

Final arrangements which are in course of completion wil] 
give the company all the power it requires, the Government 
then distributing the remaining power for domestic and 
industrial uses in the towns of the Hauraki district and in 
urban and rural parts of the Waikato. 

History AND PROSPECTS OF THE SYSTEM. 

The Horahora electrical power works, which are situated 
on the Waikato River, a few miles above Cambridge, were 
erected by the Waihi Gold Mining Company a few years ago. 
The total sum expended on the works, according to the 
company’s last published statement, is about £200,000. The 
present plant is capable of developing about 9,000 horse- 
power, and the addition of two more units, it is estimated, 
would give an additional 3,000 horse-power. The Waihi 
Company’s maximum demand is about 4,000 horse-power, 
thus leaving a balance of some 8,000 horse-power, which will 
be available for distribution throughout the Waikato and 
adjacent districts and as far as Auckland. 

ThE TOWNS To BE SERVED. 

The route of a transmission line to Auckland would roughly 
follow the railway line. Cambridge would be the first town 
to be served, and Hamilton would be next on the route. 
The requirements of this growing town, the largest on the 
line, would at present probably be not more than about 200 
horse-power, and it is probable that if 500 horse-power were 
allocated to it it would serve all its requirements for several 
years to come. The smaller townships, of which there are a 
large number between Hamilton and Auckland, would require 
correspondingly smaller allocations. The distance of Hora- 
hora from Auckland is slightly over 100 miles. 

Tue IMporRTANCE OF THE PURCHASE. 

The Gevernment had the right to take this property at any 
time without payment of goodwill at a valuation fixed by 
agreement or arbitration. The purchase is looked upon as 
an important matter for the Auckland Province as _ the 
Horahora scheme promises, in the course of a few years, to be 
the means of supplying an almost unlimited supply of elec- 
tricity for the industries of the province and the city, and 
should, within a very short time, place the Auckland 
Province in as good a position in regard to hydro-electric 
power as Canterbury now is as a result of the Lake Cole- 
ridge scheme. 

It is the intention of the Government to make surveys at 
once for the purpose of laying lines for transmission and 
reticulation. 











OPINION ON THE PURCHASE. 

A leading authority has stated that the Government has 
acquired, in this purchase, one of the best plants in New 
Zealand, and that while the larger Arapuni scheme is the 
one that must ultimately be adopted, he considered that 
Horahora, in conjunction with the Auckland City Council’s 
two plants, would be capable of supplying all the needs of the 
province for the next decade or more. The Government, he 
added, in obtaining the installation for £212,000, had 
acquired it at the absolute cost price. It could not be con- 
structed at present for £100,000 in excess of that amount. 





ASIA. 


STAM, 


FOREIGN TRADE OF BANGKOK. 
The Report on the Foreign Trade and Navigation of 


Bangkok, 1918-19, contains interesting figures of the volume 
of business transacted at the port. The figures given below 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


—— 





are intended to reveal commercial exchanges, not spheres 
of production. In the case of imports, therefore, the country 
of consignment is determined by the last commercial trans- 
action. Conversely, in the case of exports, the country of 
consignment is determined by the first commercial trans- 


action. 


In the case of imports the values given represent the 
They do not 


value of commodities landed in Bangkok. 


include the amount of duty. 


In the case of exports the 


values represent the cost of the goods, including all charges 
thereon up to the time of their delivery on board ship. They 


thus include the duty. 


IMrorTS AND Exports. 





—— 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continuwed. 

_ Apart from rice and teak, other exports were Tes. 2,500,000 
in value above the previous year, and Tes. 6,000,000 above 
the five years’ mean, averaging last year cs. 1,500,000 
a month. Of these ‘‘other goods,’ those that reach the 
value of 1,000,000 ticals or over in the year are, in the 
order of their importance :—Hides, black silk piece-goods 
(which have increased very much in price in the last few 
years), pepper, bullocks (which have decreased in average 
value from Tes. 94 in 1913-14 to Tes. 63 last year), wood, 
other than teak, salt fish, dried mussels, and ducks’ eggs, 
while tobacco is now just below the 1,000,000 mark. 

For imports as for exports the year was a record. Cotton 
goods alone reached a value of Tes. 25,000,000, despite a con- 
siderable falling off in the quantity imported. In 1913-14, 
white shirting was valued at Tes. 1-9 a kilogram; last year 
it was Tes. 5. Despite difficulties in obtaining supplies, 
foodstuffs also reached a record value of Tes. 12-4 millions. 
The value of electrical goods and apparatus per kilogram is 
put at three times what it was in 1913-14. 














EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 
STEPS TO IMPROVE CATTLE BREEDS. 


In order to improve the breed of cattle the Belgian 
Government has passed an Act which provides for the 
formation of associations of farmers, who will carry out an 
educational campaign among Belgian stock breeders. 

It is felt that neither the native-produced forage nor the 
imported feeding stuffs are utilised to the best advantage, 
and that the only remedy is to give public authorities the 
power and the means to instruct cattle raisers in better 
methods, so as to produce purer species and‘ better varieties 
of beasts adapted to the many needs of the country. It is 
also felt that knowledge of cross-breeding is capable of im- 
provement, and the great majority of breeders, too, do not 











Total Imports. Total Exports. 
Countries. (1917-18). (1918-19). (1917-18). (1918-19). 
Ticals. Ticals. Ticals. Ticals. 
I siiseatais atthe’ 1,159 —e 50 - 
IL di ncdiiieesaiccaideamsiedenmiiaie 277,803 460,746 28,756 42,340 
Austria-Hungary _...........c.cecccces 6,037 —_ ome om 
EE” dtntvchanpnitansieiacerieocientia 15,252 1,972 — _ 
British Malay States ............ 7,659 37,008 205,282 985 426 
British New Guinea ............... — —_ 32. 808 8,100 
iii he lalate echid auadaadinal 239,915 241,144 124,139 24,120 
I aia ete a i a lea cg 882 52,155 90,526 — 
BEE .diexiancaninnntacniiiiiaciinbonanins 7,083 5,748 361,333 109,993 
Sree PCr aerenreres 8,536,276 9,270,594 982,262 1,527,713 
REA SREP aRrereeserras snes — 1.832 — 294 460 
Denmark Ss eienieeiieiads 127,315 136,663 243,942 203,848 
ere 50,066 38,885 300 606 
RID «iiss edpheckaaubiduon i 48 3 4,810 700 
ee 562,455 626 269 10,830 2,987,300 
ia ia sa ie at 2 239 — —_— —_ 
Hawaii Islands .......... eee 100 one oe onme 
a nichiatncieeetetns 734,851 570,412 — 2 624,310 
SE - Sipiatusiieiccdadniminpiniisied 17,447,336 19,291.288 40,022,265 44,858,718 
de cd enlace udeniae sealiaa Ua 15,569,980 10,666.776 4 442 337 2.619.953 
Indo-China . aha dames 898 893 1,099,208 516,292 636.106 
a  caiiainiciaiiidaitiantonibisiunicinceninen .. 152,835 64,193 — : 
SEE -Diintidikensdstnkaediianacdinbansuces 7,480,735  12,126.781 546,653 13,704,400 
Koh Kong . eats 312,926 249,798 103,305 146,248 
REIT ETERS ine a enc eee 3,335 7,236 — _ 
I siti eslinitciniiesncendndebiaies -— — — 1,700 
Netherlands India .................. 4,240,491 4567 454 3.561,135 24,407,613 
6 ad nnd cuabeteue 82 —- — — 
FETE yee Sree 63,072 1,396 — - 
I alate adie sina sindindigadid ane 81,915 35 864 10,148 495,844 
Philippine Islands .................. 70,851 239.381 2 307.803 
Port Said (for Orders) ............ — — 9276 822 452,509 
Portuguese East Africa ..... ; — — 10,974 _ 
RETR aT eres erie 55 — 11,719 aaa 
cia tein adh SE °¢ = _— — 
Siberia . Se rere ee peneaes — — 3.294 -— 
Singapore ........ side cieiaaabshabtigtoniseitis 16,559,015 15,131,245 66,681,989 63,818,613 
TE ile tsi hnlateleiulads taadnehenkies 14,116 4,573 —- _— 
a 71,061 103.173 ones on 
ii ai att 265 ,076 255,875 _ — 
Union of South Africa ............ — — 332.085 15,620 
United Kingdom ..................... 18.478,012 21.114,776 4,775,017 1,385,057 
eT ae 4,798,727 6,689 469 402,213 423,847 
Rice delivered free for use on 
SSSR ne — — 13.760 18,099 
97,077,648 103,091,917 123,795,048 162,031,430 





The above figures may be summarised as under : — 


















































IMPORTS. 
Average of 
1917-18. five years. 1918-19. 
Ticals. Ticals. Ticals. 
8 per cent. goods ... 85,798,440 75,733,205 93,968,646 
Beer, wine, spirits ... 2,147,916 1,967,732 1,602,327 
i ea ea decals 5,441,686 3,272,771 2,996,097 
93,338,042 80,973,708 98,567,070 
Bullion, coin, ete. 269,931 1,842,319 115,347 
ME ceideuassas ove 3,419,675 3,111,641 4,409,500 
ee 97,077,648 85,927,668 103,091,917 
EXPORTS. 
Average of 
1917-18. five years. 1918-19. 
Ticals. Ticals. Ticals. 
eee 97,861,658 93,915,009 132,096,385 
Piculs (18,745,144) (19,086,528) (14,201,434) 
rere 5,506,368 5,148,966 5,597,408 
Other goods ..... ...... 15,730,643 12,032,381 18,282,159 
Goods re-exported 2,944,133 1 864,724 5,016,119 
122,042,802 112,961,080 160,992,071 
Bullion, coin, ete. 1,752,246 722,459 1 039,359 
I 5 ia 123,795,048 113,683,539 162,031,430 














As compared with the previous year, teak shows a decline 
of 7,895 tons and an increase in value of Tes. 91,040. The 
amount exported was the lowest since the teak figures have 
been given entirely in tons, possibly the lowest on record. In 
the year before the war teak was valued for Customs purposes 
at an average of Tcs. 101 a ton; last year it was Tes. 151. 
Other woods were exported to a value of Tcs. 1,300,000, 
much the same as the year before. 


possess sufficientiy large herds to enable them to exercise 
the best choice in the selection of animals for reproductive 
purposes. 

With these objects in view the Belgian Government 
has passed a Decree that a special “Comité Technique de 
l’Elevage’’ be attached to the Administration of Agriculture 
to study cattle-breeding problems. In addition, an 

“Institut Special de Zootechnic’’ is to make researches and 
' experiments in ihe reproduction of animals of suitable 
character, and Associations d’Elevage, having for their 
purpose the raising of improved breeds of cattle, are to be 
formed and supported by subsidies from the Government. 





| BULGARTA. 
TRADE PROSPECTS. 


| At present, after the exhaustion caused by the War and 
the blockade, Bulgaria needs goods of every sort. However, 
the Food Control allows only the importation of the following 
articles and products :—Cereals and flour, tanning extracts, 
petroleum, benzine and other mineral oils, comestibles, shoe 
leather, shoes, and olives. Other merchandise can also be 
imported, but with the previous authorisation of the Food 
Contro! and Bureau of Foreign Exchange. 


| Goops REQUIRED. 


The chief classes of articles which Bulgaria imported before 
the war, states the United States Chargé d’ Affaires at Sofia, 
and which it will import as soon as conditions permit, are: — 
Chemical products, dyes and dyestuffs, paints and varnish, 
oils, fats, wax and wax products, drugs and medicines, 
| metals and products of mining industry, paper and paper 
| products, skins, leather and leather products, textiles and 
textile products, railway cars, carriages and other vehicles, 
machines, instruments and apparatus, hardware, books, and 
jewellery. 








SUGGESTIONS TO EXPORTERS. 


The American Chargé d’ Affaires makes the following sug- 
cestions if it is desired to capture the trade done in pre-War 
years in this market :— 

" 1. Choose Bulgarian firms well versed in their respective 
branches as representatives. 

2. Send through the country, periodically, travelling sales- 
' men with samples and catalogues in order to get into contact 
with purchasers and to popularise American goods. 

3. Grant long credits of three, six, and even nine months, 
according to the case and the importance of the order. 
| 4. Study on the spot the tastes, conditions, models, ete., 
| necessary and proper for the country. 
| 5. Organise a regular, advantageous, and rapid transport 


service. 


— 
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CZECHO-SLOVAKIA, 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. 


It is reported in the German press that an exchange of 
views is taking place between the Czecho-Slovak Govern- 
ment and German official circles with regard to mutual 
economic agreements. Ways and means are being sought 
whereby export to Germany can be arranged in spite of the 
State grouping of the industrial area of North Bohemia 
(textiles, glass and earthenware). 

Conversely, arrangements are being discussed for export- 
ing German goods to Czecho-Slovakia. It is said that the 
question of currency will also come under review. 

North Bohemia, in its importance as a productive area, 
can be compared to Saxony, or the Rhineland. The glass- 
ware, manufactured in Gablonz and Turnau, and the porce- 
lain produced in Lobkowitz, are everywhere well known. 
The export of Bohemian beers, it is stated, should also be 
considered. As far as German exports are concerned, atten- 
tion is being directed to Pforzheim fancy goods, to Bavarian 
toys, and to the artificial flowers manufactured in Saxony. 





GERMAN COMPETITION. 

According to Der Neue Tag of 7th October, a Czecho- 
Slovak firm recently required some small! locomotives. The 
tenders of the Czecho-Slovak engineering companies varied 
between 180,000 and 240,000 kronen. Competing German 
firms quoted 50,009 marks—on the present exchange equal 
to 66,500 kronen—with free delivery to the frontier. 

A Pracve Farr, 

The Deutsche Aligemeine Zeitung of 26th September states 
that the Prague Corporation, in co-operation with the 
Ministries concerned, the Chambers of Commerce, and the 
various commercial associations, have decided to institute 
a Prague Fair on the model of those held at Leipzig and 
Lyons. The Fair will take place in the spring and autumn. 


MANUFACTURE OF TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH APPARATUS. 

The Neue Tag of 7th October states that a company for 
the manufacture of telephone and telegraph apparatus has 
been formed at Prague with a capital of 1,000,000 kronen. 





NEW CURRENCY. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BERNE. 
According to a statement, dated from Prague, 3rd October, 
and published in Der Bund (of Berne), it would appear 








ITALY. 


TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT TENDER 
REGULATIONS. 


(From H1.M. Commercial Secretary.) 





Rome. 


By a Royal Decree of 2nd September regulations are laid 
down in regard to the supplying of telephone material to 
the Italian State Administration. 

According to this, the supply of plant and all work in 
connection with the telephone service will be confined to 
national industry whenever, in the judgment of the Tele- 
phone Administration, such a course is feasible. By 
‘national industry”? is meant companies which manufacture 
in Jtaly, with Italian capital, Italian overseers, and Italian 
labour, and employing, so far as possible, material of national 
production. 

After national industry, as defined above, preference will 
be given to those firms, whatever their origin, or from what- 
soever source their capital is drawn, which possess and work 
in Italy establishments for the manufacture of material 
required and which produce such material with overseers and 
labour for the most part Italian. The mere assembling of 
parts from abroad does not give the preferential right above 
referred to. 

Whenever it is necessary or advantageous to call for 
competitive tenders, the following preferences will be 
granted : — 

(a) A protective margin in favour of national industry 
of 10 per cent. over foreign firms, or those con- 
sidered as such, and of 5 per cent. over those 
firms which, as explained above, though not 
exactly national in character, manufacture in 
Italy. 

(b) A protective margin of 5 per cent. in favour of 
the last-mentioned firms over foreign firms 0 
firms considered as such. 





GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS. 

The Italian Government has taken steps to assist the 
execution and financing of authorised public works, and two 
Decrees have been published in the “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 
17th September dealing with the matter. 

By the first of these a Credit Bank has been established 
at Rome for the purpose of granting loans secured on the 
rates and taxes which the various pubiic bodies have been 





INFORMATION BweREAU. that the first consignment of new one thousand crown notes, emp 
The chambers of commerce and industry in Bulgaria (Sofia, which have been produced in the United States, are to be ae 
Varna, Roustchouk, Philippoplis, and Bourgas) have ready this month. It is expected that the issue of new b 
organised a free service of commercial information, to which five hundred crown notes will also take place within the Po 
foreign manufacturers and merchants can address them- month, to be followed by that of ten and twenty crown notes, beh 
selves in order to obtain information concerning the solvency \ ery shortly, therefore, Czecho-Slovakia will have its own mar 
of Bulgarian firms, or other commercial information. ; special currency in circulation. wht 
Exports from Bulgaria consist chiefly of cereals. In the -™ we 
total exports of the country before the war, which averaged FINLAND ne 
annually about 150,000,000 francs, cereals and their products ; 
annually averaged about 100,000,000 francs. At present, as FORTHCOMING TRADE FAIR 
a result of the war and the exhaustion of the country, - ieteaggia “ ° iaanani 
Bulgaria not only cannot export cereals, but is obliged to (From H.M. Charge d’ Affaires.) 
import flour for the needs of its urban population. However, HELSINGFoORs. 
the harvest, which promises to be abundant, will improve a ; ; 
the situation. The articles which Bulgaria is in a position Preliminary arrangements are being made with a view 
to export for the moment are: tobacco, opium, essence of to the holding of a trade fair in Helsingfors in July, 1920. | 
rose, cocoons, and raw hides. The first meeting of the committee charged with the organisa. at 
In view of the low rate of the Bulgarian ley as a result tion was convened for 19th September. Tt is understood pl 
of lack of sufficient exportation, it is recommended that that exhibits will be confined to goods of Finnish manv- a 
merchants, if they are willing to enter immediately into facture. — ; , , fo 
commerciai relations with Bulgaria, should sell their goods As at present proposed, the Fair will —— the third , 
on credit or against deposit of their value in Bulgarian week in July, immediately on the conclusion of the similar P 
money in local banks to be paid as soon as the ratio of gathering in Sweden, which, it is reported, will take place 7 
exchange of the lev improves. trom ¢th July-14th July. : 
Import AND Export Figures. 
According to statistics prepared by the Sofia Chamber of FRANGE 
Commerce imports into Bulgaria in 1912, the last year for - 
which statistics are available, amounted to 213,100,000 IDENTITY CARDS FOR COMMERCIAI 1 
francs, and exports amounted to 156,407,000 francs. During _— rene i iaiataaa ita ( 
1911 and 1912 foreign trade in Bulgaria was distributed as TRAVELLERS. 
follows : — ina -_ A Law, establishing special professional identity cards to | 
a Import. Export. Import. Export. be used by commercial travellers, particulars of which were , 
Austria-Hungary ............... Php vpoed By pd Roped a. published on page 179 of the “Journal of (th August, was 
United Kingdom ............... 30,034,000  24.287.000 —-31.771,000 16,409,000 promulgated on Sth October, Article 8 provides that, in 
Germany  ..............ccceeeeccee. 39,837,000 22,913,000 43,526,000  24.584.000 | order to conform to the Regulations laid down, a delay of 
ee peaeiaanioninesoutepersenter heyy ~4 any apeoyee yp femnpeny three months from the promulgation of the Law, is granted 
United States 7". “1ieaa'000 ~—S-1.167.000 —4.543'000 —«'1594.000 to all commercial travellers or agents exercising their 
All other countries ............ 33,619,000 85,371,000 53,277,000 73,704,000 profession on French territory. 
EEE <chunniansininstenidill 199,315,000 184,634,000 213,110,000 156,407.000 
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N notes empowered to levy to provide the funds required to carry who cannot give good references plentifully, and who is 
e to % out the works. unknown to some firm of bankers in the district. 
of new The second ue oes wy consti — a Rome of His Srectan Usss. 
hin +} body competent to execute public works in place or on , é, eer oie. 
) a J — ’ cary “ig it 7 9 , 
n notes, behalf of the local authorities concerned. The assessments = a her > which the “—_ end don die 
ike eine ade to pay for the works may be paid direct to this body, SQURS COR BS PES % Th THO POOPATING CE Wee BS Fer ce 
. oe. 7 one . ee ners : commercial traveller prior to his advent. It is always best 
ghich is composed of representatives of the Ministries and t - ceateailiien ack teaaiel pomalite on the Gmaeiiad 
local authorities, and of a clerical, technical, and account- 1 CHPIOY & GESVENCE OF DFINIR RSWORAUCY, 36 the CpSnarws 
ce otal are flattered and pleased when called upon by a foreigner 
ical who has come to visit them from afar. The agents, with 
their thorough knowledge of the locality, well acquainted 
SPAIN. with the requirements of the market, the stocks that want 
replenishing, the purchasing capacity of each establishment, 
BUSINESS METHODS IN ANDALUSIA. ete., can keep him posted up to the best advantage and 
FORs, iy Che Melts VieeLonsel. prevent his making mistakes that would otherwise arise 
gee rOM ThE BMUISN V ICE-CONSUE. — from his lack of experience, and also his ignorance of foreign 
Hho omen or local customs, likes and dislikes, and so on. He can 
cee 0. Trade of a semi-wholesale nature has for years greatly advise the distribution of small gifts (pocket knives adver- 
cate attracted the German exporter, and he has reaped immense | tising his firm, card cases, etec.), and suggest a useful 
pn rofits from it. His willingness to attend to the smallest | invitation to lunch or the purchase of a ticket to the theatre. 
anu. F e ome je ' . : . 
. order and to please the most fastidious customer has gained | He can name the best time for a call and, understanding 
’ third for him sympathies which are firmly implanted among the | ae on eg of shopkeeper and a Ng 
similar purchasing public. He has created innumerable and regular “Don”. a _ prt ag ng A ge wer 
. . — 4 c < < - c + 
) 1 ome ? at W “ders ¢ F . 
place sources of demand which he can tap at will for orders and | te has done this only too well for our German rivals. 
information, or use for purposes of propaganda and adver- | ; ; ; 
tisement | Tue Cari FoR COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS. 
HABERDASHERY AND DoMEsTIC SMALLWARE | The value of personal influence should bulk more largely 
. ee | In our trade and its literature. Many situations which 
Up to the outbreak of war these branches of commerce | might be turned to profitable account are hidden from those 
, were monopolised by German manufacturers, to the almost | who cling to the obsolete method of waiting for business to 
complete exclusion of others. This was due, no doubt, | come instead of collecting it by trained “‘knights of the 
chiefly to the cheapness of their wares, though the extent of | road.’? When it is found that the extent of a firm’s trade 
ds to their success must be attributed to their study of every does not warrant the comparatively heavy expenditure 
were detail of their business and productions. entailed by keeping a traveller on foreign tours, several 
Was The war has obliged many British subjects to investigate houses similarly situated, but not rivals, can combine to 
b, in the source of German firms’ strength and organisation. The employ one, a method which has been very common in 
y of conclusion has been reached that their influence was strong other countries. 
nted in proportion to the attentions paid to individuals forming Custom House AGENTs, 
heir aclass in daily contact with the masses, The great majority of firms have their goods cleared 
| THe ANDALUSIAN SHopP ASSISTANT. through the Customs by agents who specialise in this 
Shop assistants form such a class, and during the war particular kind of work. They are established locally for 
' the clearance of sea-borne merchandise, and at the frontier 
a systematic barrage of pro-German propaganda was kept up : At Hend 
; . for goods coming by rail or parcels post. endaye the 
from behind the counter, and still continues intermittently. 7 val’ g ag 
; a a Seat parcels post service is transferred to the Spanish railway 
It is therefore recommended that firms desirous of intro- ? a eo f di 
; companies, and ‘‘agents transitaires’’ act as forwarding 
ducing their haberdashery and domestic smallwares should oni Titania aumein thie alee eoell bn chien Mean 
pay special attention to the man behind the counter. It ; pom ; se. agg 1 alge tie ye. f q | 
nt . . hi ilieadl . the purchaser in Spain definite instructions before despatch- 
should be borne in mind that, in this district even more than 1 . b de for Custom-h 
| : Rie im the Maninanl eee te Saal . ing goods, as to declarations to be made for Custom-house 
elsewhere in the Peninsula, there is little reserve main- , he declared. et 
: _ e | purposes, weights and measurements to be declared, etc. 
rid | tained by the proprietors of establishments in respect of | Classifications must be carefully considered, as fines are 
to many aspects of business which in Northern countries would | ~~” 1 ion a” aia .. " s. and vagcue dencei tions lead 
be carefully guarded secrets. Hence the shop assistant | aaa - ne ew of iis ag Pp 
in ; learns more about the trade he is engaged in than might be | 6 5 ’ 
to expected, and owing to his familiarity with the public, whom | WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
e- he meets on terms of the greatest friendliness, he can suc- | The decimal system and no other is desired in Spain 
sy cessfully push any line of goods he chooses to favour. | when offers of goods are being examined. Frequently a 
re b THE CoMMISSION AGENT. | favourable proposition is rejected for a clearly-expressed 
7 The intermediary whose aid should be sought for all | ome, and unnecessary trouble means loss of wor _ 
al negotiations in the semi-wholesale trade is. the com- | ultimate indifference. There is great impatience felt an 
mission agent. Tn every hen thats on te te tke | expressed at the determination of the British to force 
: number, reliable and regularly established, Their business | their “antiquated system down other people’s throats. 
‘ being tran: rv wr same ~~ * vay, | This one fact alone accounts probably for enormous losses 
‘ eing transacted chiefly out-of-doors, they can dispense with ; — ‘ble ¢ “this: Bremen 
ll a rr - wont ‘é, ginal ta _ to our trade. When it is not possible to quote in decima 
all accommodation except a small office on their private | Ps . -oird i ight t 
ie ee eel aden in - . | figures, the calculations of £s. d., avoirdupois weights, etc., 
premises. They work strenuously. too. for a small commis- : ; > ea h 
. - at | should be made as easy as possible to the foreign purchaser, 
sion, trusting to a regular and large flow of small orders for | "ite . ns hould ad 
) often slow at grappling with figures. Firms should adver- 
a moderate income. The agent does not expect orders to | ade , “| . d : 
| come to him, but sallies forth to take them, He combines | [8° 19 specially prepared booklets, cards, and so on, in 
the daties of Pasetnrng lth. deci of psec traveller. and | Which there would be shown equivalents of metric weights 
eile ee een ier aia p - seenealianh ’ : a in imperial standard, methods of calculating discounts, 
ot ne _‘jnterest tables, tables for calculating the exchange, etc. 


Generally, his responsibilities cease with the collection of | | 
| REMITTANCES. 


orders and their despatch to Barcelona, Paris, or Berlin. | 
The correspondence is best passed through his hands, as_ | Many irial orders are lost to British manufacturers 


— 


shopkeepers are seldom sufficiently lettered to enjoy trans- | owing to the fact that there is to-day no practical method 

acting business by writing. The agent can generally trans- | of remitting small sums of money (say, 5s.) to the United 

late French, but writes it ill, and he has no English what- | Kingdom. Those looking for an opening for their goods, 
ever. He understands the art of displaying samples, dis- | publishers of books, magazines, fashion plates, etc., should 
tributing catalogues—which are worse than useless unless | devise some means by which this difficulty could be over- 
clear in every respect and in the Spanish language—and | come. A very considerable amount of trade is being lost 
quoting prices in comprehensive terms. He can suggest | through this long-felt want. 

improvements concerning packing, Custom-house declara- | Ciieene. 


tions, and methods of saving expenses on carriage, and he | 


is frequently the safeguard against bad debts when bankers There are openings in this part of Spain for silks, 


| 
| and information ] ‘ein the dark as t i di | eretonnes, socks and stockings, suspenders and braces, ties 
ation bureaus are in the dark as to an impending 5 
disaster. More than one small commission agent in Cadiz | (these pay less duty when not made up), buttons, tooth- 
will also provide the necessary guarantee to cover the _ brushes, lace, leather goods, scents, soaps, ete., etc. En- 
“deleredere’’? for a small percentage, thus making safety | quiries are welcomed at the Vice-Consulate. The more 
doubly sure. In most cases. however. there is little to be | particulars given, the easier it is to give useful replies. 
feared if the recommendation is specifically given by an : A large number of shopkeepers, their assistants, and com- 
agent that the order be accepted without hesitation—a | mission agents, are most willing to supply answers to any 
| point that the exporter would do well to insist upon. | questions bearing on their trade. 
| Naturally no agent should be trusted with important business | 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


CENSUS OF MANUFACTURES OF 
LEATHER GOODS. 

The results of the census of boots and shoes and leather 
goods manufactured in the United States, as reported to the 
Bureau of the Census for the quarters ended 31st December, 
3lst March, and 30th June, 1919, are given in the following 
table : — 


Leather Manufactures. 








Quarter ended— 
Dec. 31, Mar.31, June 30, 


1918 1919. 1919. 
Number of establishments ......................... 1,676 1,428 1,510 
Boots and shoes, total ....................+0.. pairs 93,506,484 55,737.903 63,270,878 
Military (for Government use) ......... do. 5,275,392 1,306,065 799,196 
Civilian: 
Men’s— 
EE WIE i anacmseinseneiieenl do. 20,247,852 12,344,355 15,909,207 
CO (S  — — EEE do. 1,740,996 3,220,200 3,062,081 
Youths’— 
a i do. 2,788,068 1,179,492 2,216,753 
Oxford and low .................. do. 381,084 125 434 109,467 
Boys’— 
POT T do. 8,565,620 1,911,129 3,051,041 
i Ar (ie... .ccusscenniseonsd do 82,812 11,194 293,936 
Women’s— 
I i cs cciainicc ala do. 290,519.040 8.587.114 10,367,082 
Oxford and low ................... do. 12,076,944 13,251,571 11,878,436 
Misses’— 
TE Bee do. 5,124,482 1,457,150 2,414,920 
CS SS do. 2,042,808 1,611.016 1.589.809 
I at 6,147,264 4,718,411 4,298,260 
TRS est Ae aor do. 11,837.560 4,255,165 5,477,095 
a do. 800.556 573,666 619.302 
Athletic and sporting ............... do. 2°6 392 255,697 228,123 
ee all do. 1,042.260 720.488 1,451,400 
ial eae ail do. 107.604 9,756 4,820 
UII «stein cacspiasinsoninuienenenioumianniiatail dozen pairs 996,604 415,371 454,395 
Saddlery and harness, including military 
single sets 142,521 65.257 62,403 
ee ee ee me number 3,739,680 693,691 489,645 
Leather goods (pocketbooks, belts, 
Ge RRR re eer ©. 5,181,448 4,187,968 4,174,408 
EEE sidiiaataaliiiaaianiiemaie pounds 4,306,930 3,212,107 4.219.363 
I I BI oi ccccncdcticmtianacvadcaliail do. 1,150,760 134,468 363,981 


IMPORTS AND EXPorRTs. 


The imports and exports of boots and shoes and manu- 
factured leather goods, as compiled by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, are also given for the same period: 

Quarter ended— 
Dec. 31, Mar. 31, June 30, 
1918. 1919. 1919 


Leather manufactures. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. 
mports. 
Boots and shoes, pairs ......... 8,173 =611,185 ~=—-:12,562 
Gloves, dozen pairs ............... 97,006 96,775 68,181 
Exports. 
Boots, shoes and slippers, pairs 3,296,771 5,071,074 5,996,926 
Gloves, dozen pairs ............... 3,647 6,167 6,513 





AUGUST EXPORTS SHOW INCREASE. 

The decline in American export trade indicated by the 
July figures did not continue in August, according to a 
statement just issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce of the Department of Commerce. 

Exports during August amounted to 76,000,000 dols. more 
than in July, being valued at 646,060,000 dols. In August 
last year the total was 527,000,000 dols. For the eight 
months ended with August exports were valued at 
5,275,000,000 dols., against 4,009,000,000 dols. in 1918. 

August imports amounted to 308,000,000 dols., a decrease 
of 35,000,000 dols. as compared with July, but a gain over 
the 273,000,000 dols. recorded in 1918. For the eight 
months ended with August imports increased’ from 


2,061 ,000,000 dols. in 1918 to 2,263,000,000 dols. in 1919. 


———— 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


NEED FOR INCREASED CULTIVATION 
OF CEREALS. 


(From H.M. Commercia! Secretary.) 


Buenos AIRES. 

In a report submitted to the Argentine Rural Society, the 
following details are given to illustrate the need for 
organised action to improve methods of cereal cultivation in 
Argentina. 

In the year 1908-09 there were 6,063,000 hectares under 
wheat cultivation in the Argentine Republic. Ten years 
afterwards, in 1917-18, the area under cultivation was 
7,234,000 hectares, i.e., an increase of only 19 per cent. in 
a decade. During the first five years of this period the 
average yield per hectare was 671 kilos, and in the second 
half the average yield decreased to 607 kilos per hectare. 
Meanwhile, during the same period, the average yield per 
hectare in the United States was 1,042 kilos, and in Canada 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





1,300 kilos. In the latter country the area cultivated, which 
was 4,200,000 hectares during 1909-138, increased to 6,000,009 
hectares in the year 1915. 

The cultivation of linseed shows similar results. In the 
year 1907-08 the area sown in Argentina was 1,500,009 
hectares, in 1913 increasing to 1,800,000 hectares, ang 
decreasing to 940,000 hectares in 1917-18. 

The area sown with maize ten years ago was 3,000,000 
hectares, and has increased to but 3,500,000 hectares at the 
present time. On the other hand the yield per hectare 
decreased from 1,342 kilos per hectare during the first fiye 
years, to 1,332 kilos during the second five years. During the 
same period the average production in the United States roge 
to 1,659 kilos per hectare, or 23 per cent. more than that of 
Argentina. 

it is pointed out that these figures show that Argentina 
occupies the last place among the cereal-producing countries 
of America, to the serious prejudice of different branches of 
national prosperity. If, as in Canada, Argentine cultiva. 
tion were to yield 1,300 kilos of wheat per hectare, instead 
of 607, as at present, land would double in value; agri. 
culturists, even if rents were higher, would obtain greater 
profits; the railways would carry 5,500,000 more tons of 
wheat with an approximate increase of 50,000,000 pesos 
in their gross receipts; and the country would benefit to the 
extent of an increase in exports of 500,000,000 pesos each year 
in wheat alone. 





CHILE. 


PROPOSED EXCESS PROFITS TAX. 
(From the British Legation.) 





SANTIAGO, 

The Chilean Government are at the present time faced 
by the serious problem of how to replenish their depleted 
Exchequer, in view of the fact that their principal and, 
indeed, almost exclusive source of revenue—the export duty 
on nitrate—has been temporarily cut off. 

Many solutions have been proposed, bunt the one which 
seems most generally to find favour is that of a tax on the 
profits of business houses and companies. 

According to ‘‘Revista Econémica’’ (Valparaiso) of lst 
September, the Chilean Government has sent to the National 
Congress for approval a Bill providing for the levying of a 
tax on profits derived from the carrying on of industries 
and trade. 

The project provides fer a tax of 5 per cent. on annual 
profits where such exceed 10,000 pesos and represent 8 per 
cent. or an interest inferior to 8 per cent. of the capital 
and accumulated funds. Where the profits exceed these 
amounts and represent an interest greater than 8 per cent. 
the following tariff will apply :— 

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
6 if profits are greater than 8 and less than 14, 
7 ' 14 ,, + ~ ae 


8 - - és - 5» 20. 
Q - - 1+ a ws <<» = 
10 - - ¢ Se as so «» —_ 
1] ” ¥ 1» Oe 45 + « 
12 " - a ae te ~~ a 
13 - ¥ in “an » = ae 
14 .- - a a te . «= 
15 64. 


9 ”? ” 

For the purposes of the payment of this tax all persons, 
enterprises and businesses are obligea to keep books in 
accordance with Article II, paragraph 2, of the Commercial 
Code, and must make out a balance sheet on 31st December 
each year with a view to establishing the profits of the 
calendar year expiring on that day. 

Businesses and enterprises belonging to natural or legalised 
foreigners liable to the tax must keep their accounts in 
Chile in the Spanish language, and in such manner as will 
permit of establishing the profits obtained by their operation 
in the country. 





PROPOSED NEW PUBLIC WORKS. 


According to a recent issue of the ‘‘ Revista Economica ” 
(Valparaiso), a meeting of the Council of Ministers, presided 
over by the President of the Republic, has advocated the 
carrying out of some 70 new public works undertakings at 
an estimated cost of about 40,000,000 pesos in bonds. 

The works include eight railways, 22 school buildings, 12 
Army barracks, 9 hydraulic undertakings, numerous roads 
and road-bridges, and a Law Court and Mint; the principal 
towns concerned being Arica, Antofagasta, Copiapo, 
Coquimbo, Santiago, Rancagua, San Fernando, Talca, Con- 
cepcion, Talcahuano and Temuco. 

In Copiapo several public buildings destroyed by the earth- 
quake are to be rebuilt. The sum of 2,035,000 pesos is al 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





jotted for drainage systems at the towns of Coquimbo, 
Yemuco, and Talcahuano. 

As regards railways, the Alcones-Pichilemu line and the 
line between Baquedano and Antofagasta are to be con- 
structed; also the line from Donihue to Coltauco. 

The proposals have yet to be sanctioned by the National 


Congress. 





PANAMA REPUBLIC. 


FINANCIAL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





PANAMA. 


{he Fiscal Agent from the United States of America has 
begun the work of reorganising the finances of the Republic. 
The following figures show the estimated expenditure and 
receipts, under the new regime, for the two-year period, 1st 
July, 1919, to 30th June, 1921 :— 
ESTIMATED REVENUE. 








Dols. Dols. 
From Commercial Taxation. 
10 per cent, and 15 per cent. import 
EE, cen cceantinte aueindaniduauananeun” 2,000,000 
Tobacco and Cigarettes ...............eeeeeeeee 340,000 
MED iicaessvicneccesncedonciennnsessones 40,000 
IE 6. sccpaeidamnemnnnniuneensannened 20,000 
Tax on salt ......... sapiaseniiaitiiiadataidieiaiaantii ulti 30,000 
ME GIN os corednnesveresssveccegseceecensoes 25,0009 
Importation of liquors ................e:seeee 200,000 
Importation I bd os nana vinleial 2,000 
2,657 ,000 
eR IN ois ssddaniwnenenanacnsoensendmesesns 5,000 
Bemeet GUbICs 22.06.00. ccc ccereccscsvccerescnssessececeeseserees 120,000 
IS CN isa cvanudenasinnianssveeusenenmindivannes 40,000 
PG BETORR noneccccccsicccesesccsccssces  ercecsceeeses 10,000 
SE 0.514 seeaunbmocadaweicanecdeiainneennnaiodinn .. 210,000 
Manufacture of beer and liquors ..................2.+68. 700,000 
IY CE cinsieuniidnisaceasinesasdennsdinnienes 400,000 
I EN ec ciia Vieinvindcnidaacneneenmnnsa 300,000 
ID iii dicintscennirnetasiintdenieniukenersendeoresensdens 2,000 
Pn GUN GHGS TOMTES ........ 200... ccccnsescesceccesevese 10,900 
I ci siiicndinerisiintiienddvna ties as akaeeienkeionniibniita 200,000 
I CEE. ss envinstivnssaskenancnsninnnees cinhillnadii 40,900 
SE SE CE. dccpiinitiessiixsdoneseisnesaaianmenieens 250,000 
a cerita nit ain isla shbamaiabienmmatinais 478,000 
ID, 0 stcirscdirtabiva Scanian wn peas kaaaiiuntenieacauieetaled 200,000 
ST. ‘siciununisnsndanapiien Genesnsamininebhinieseentenen 3,000 
SINS: ossissneeisahlacialssdebsesians-shcnssisneiuaniehnaeiaiiiiienen Neb 1,000 
IIIT sists rule tididdcaincaudenlaiedeeshnheiea paeamnauadaaieaeianiiaiaad 80,090 
SID :si:s\cen cinienainiaindtaeiiedaticseeititstain siasmaiehdhemncadihia 30,000 
IL, cecilia dinaivinisitineininininionecieiinienleiammtienend 100,000 
Public market and wharf ..............00. ccc cecccceceeceees 80,000 
I ii iii diastase alee bibunmnbiennllaeuaion 5,000 
Interest on constitutional fund, 6,000,000 dols....... 560,000 
National bank profits (43 per cent.) ............0..0..... 67,500 
Canal treaty annual payments (2) ....................08. 500,000 
NE -icdiibsnsinnacitancilnenndincuukaniiesaiiandiwendias 80,000 
ERNE SE ne er een ee nee ae a 114,774 
Total estimated revenue ..........ceeseeeeeeeccece cues 7,243,274 





Any excess received over and above the foregoing estimate 
will be allocated as follows : — 

(lL) Not less than 75 per cent. to establish a fund for the 
construction of new roads and bridges, or repair of those 
at present in use. 

(2) Not more than 25 per cent. to cover extraordinary or 
supplementary credits for absolutely necessary expenditure. 


ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE. 


Dols. 
(1) Department of Government and Justice ...... 2,667,710 
(2) Department of Foreign Relations ............... 182,440 
(3) Treasury Department ...........ccceccceccceceecceeeee 1,935,817 
(4) Department of Public Instruction ............... 1,100,730 


(0) Department of the Interior and Public Works 1,356,577 





aren 7,243,974 


Total estimated expenditure 





LNote. The above figures represent gold balboas, which 
are legally equivalent to the United States dollar. ] 


— — 
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Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
CASUALTY RETURNS, SEPTEMBER, 1919. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following Return of Casualties to Vessels of 500 tons gross 
register and upwards, which have been posted in the Loss 
Book during the month ended 30th September, 1919 :— 

Number and Total Gross Tonnage of Vessels Lost posted 
in the Loss Book during the month of September in the 
undermentioned years :— 

















Gross 
1919, Number. Tonnage. 
Britis] ; INT vckcinicesiaaiatnn 2 1,061 

enansaeianenih / Steam ......... 6 14,128 
or . eee 3 2,838 
4 All’ 7 7 ay = 

ens * Steam ......... 12 27,071 

23 45,098 
Gross 
1918. Number. ‘Tonnage. 
me IT icesihincetiecor tcc — — 

. S / . ce 
British............ (Steam .......... 4 17,090 
oe ee 3 6,599 
° iC]lg ‘ ‘ ‘ 

aii cenaiethitaiade (Steam ........ 13 24,031 

20 47,720 
Gross 
1917. Number. Tonnage. 

i LO ere 2 2,954 
British............ SE ecnisscnes 6 17,158 
eit SEY scennnionrens, 2 1,834 

vie coe 'Steam = ......... 6 19,178 

16 41,124 





PORTUGAL. 


LOAN FOR LISBON HARBOUR IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 
(From the Acting British Consu!-General.) 
LisBon. 

A law has recently been passed, authorising the Portuguese 
Government to raise a loan of 25,500,000 escudos (about. 
£2,800,000) for improvements in connection with the port of 
Lisbon. 

Among other items, this amount is intended to cover the 
cost of completing the Alcantara Docks (which includes the 
laying of railways, installation of electricity, and erection 
of warehouses, cranes, etc.), the completion of new repairing 
docks, and three building yards for ships up to 8,000 tons; 
the repairing of the East Mole of the Santos Dock and the 
passenger quay near the Caes do Sodre, the provision of tugs, 
cranes, locomotives, etc., and other material for equipment. 

Each series of the loan will be redeemed within eighty 
years, either by lot or by purchase on the market, according 
to the proceeds of the Harbour Dues. 


SWITZERLAND. 
OVERSEAS SHIPPING POSITION. 


Switzerland during the war was not in a position tu requisi- 
tion ships and to control freight charges, and, as a result, 
importation declined month by month during 1918. After 
the Armistice Great Britain and America placed cargo space 
at her disposal, and on 22nd January an agreement was made 
by which Great Britain, France, and the United States of 
America guaranteed to Switzerland a specific space per 
month, whilst Switzerland undertook not to make use of 
any further freight space without the consent of the con- 
trolling parties. 

The freight space of Switzerland is therefore still rationed 
and has been so from January, 1917. This rationing includes 
all the tonnage requirements of Swiss imports from overseas, 
including those of private importers. Most of the tonnage is 
supplied by Great Britain and the United States of America, 
and the ships are chartered by Switzerland in the open 
market. This system is now felt to be a shackle, and efforts 
have been made to lighten its restrictions. Shipments to 
private importers from North American ports no longer come 
under the scope of the agreement. 

The Swiss Sea Transport Union recently held an extra- 
ordinary general meeting at Berne, in which it was stated 
that the Union’s income might be expected to increase as 
the tendency at present is for freight to become firmer. 


_ — 
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Railways. Minerals and Metals. 
ITALY. | FORMOSA. 
ENPERIMENTS WITH OIL-DRIVEN | EXPORTS OF COAL. 
LOCOMOTIVES. | Great activity has recently been evinced in the Formosan 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) coal trade. Until the present year nearly the entire export 
_ Rome. went to Hongkong and South China ports, but since the 


The press has recently referred to experiments which the 
ltalian State Railways Administration is making with oil 
fuel locomotives, and it is stated that several such locomo- 
tives have been purchased in America. 

It is possible that should a British firm be in a position to 
make a tender for the transformation of coal-fired into oil- 
fired locomotives, or to offer early delivery of new oil-fired 
locomotives, the State Railways might be open to consider 
offers. 





SWITZERLAND. 
RAILWAY FINANCE. 


The leading authorities of the Swiss State Railways pro- 
pose an alteration in the redemption clause of the Law 
nationalising the railways. As it stands at present the Swiss 
Confederation is obliged to redeem the outlay covered by 
loans for the purpose of the acquisition of former private 
railways, or for the purpose of construction, within 60 years. 
The present proposal by the Board of Railways is that this 
period shall be increased from 60 to 100 years. 

This, it is stated, would not alter either the credit of the 
railways or the value of the circulating Swiss Federal Rail- 
way Bonds, but it is important from the Swiss national 
point of view. 

Thirty years ago when the Swiss people voted for the 
acquisition by the Confederation of the railways, which at 
that time belonged to private companies, they had in mind 
full and complete nationalisation. The phrase uttered by 
Parliament and accepted by the population was:—‘The 
Swiss railways shall belong to the Swiss people.’”? For this 
purpose it was inscribed in the Law that the loans issued 
hy the Federal railways for the acquisition of the systems 
must be tully redeemed within 60 years. : 

At the present time the financial crisis in the Federal 
Railways, caused by the material scarcity in war time and 
the necessity for technical progress by means of electrifica- 
tion necessitates this alteration in the Law. In future the 
Federal railways will practicaliy be merely private railways 
belonging to bondholders and controlled on their behalf by 
the States’ authorities. The immediate practical effect of 
this measure will be a reduction of the deficit carried forward 
from 1918 by no less than 8,775,000,00U trancs. 

Financtat Positron, 


The budgets of the Swiss railways of all classes for 1913, 
1917, and 1918 are as follows :— 














RECEIPTs. 
No. of (In 1,000 frs.) 
tailways. 1913. 1917. 1918. 
ederal railways ............ — 212,722 201,442 239,288 
Normal gauge railways... 35 18,671 20,544 24,764 
Narrow gauge railways... 67 22.170 20,089 24,295 
Cogwheel railways ......... 15 4,346 960 1,014 
I a aod 34 18,373 22,858 26,742 
Cable railways .............. 49 2. S66 1,994 2,134 
PR Snstniadinietiviiace aan 279,148 267,887 318,237 
EXPENDITURE. 
No. of (In 1,000 frs.) 

Railways. 1913. 1917. 1918, 

Federai railways _......... 142,406 158,907 217,704 
Normal gauge railways... 35 13,735 16,853 21,861 
Narrow gauge railways... 67 14,215 16,409 21,373 
Cogwheel railways ......... 15 2,336 1,116 1,184 
I skies ssnnsngunie 34 14,987 18,319 24,599 
Cable railways ............. 49 1,581 1,394 1,618 
SEUIEL.. iccentwiiaiketinieadca 189,260 202,998 288,349 





The trathe in goods with Austria came to a complete 
standstill at the end of August on account of the coal short- 
age. Atter ten days, however, the service was resumed 
except for fast-train traffic. 

It is hoped that the electrification of the St. Gothard will 
be completed by Ist May, 1920. 


ttt 
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commencement of 1919 a trade has commenced with 
Shanghai, Manila, Singapore, and Japan. 

The export for the first six months in 1919, according to the 
Formosan press, amounted to 208,606 tons, valued at yen 
3,156,645, and it is anticipated that the total export for the 
vear will reach 600,000 tons. The following figures show 
the export for the past three years :— 


Tons. Valued at yen. 
rrr 78,270 400,367 
a een 152,977 1,812,859 
PD evisncsnwrsegs 282,086 2,893,754 





JAPAN. 





MINERAL AND METAL OUTPUT, JAN.-JUNE, 
1919. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 


YOKOHAMA. 


During the first half of the current year the production of 
the principal mjnes of Japan, as compared with that for 
the same period of 1918, was as follows : — 


Production Comparison 
Jan.-June with same 
1919. period of 1918, 
Momme. ero 
DET. unectainnuucesionuen 893,39]. of, 1 
BNE > -scvakousenenanuent 19,797,105 —5,973,267 
Kin. Kin. 
Copper —......secseseeee 62,495,677 —6 459,093 
Metric tons. Metric tons. 
os seccceuniebadinnins 34,625 —8,092 
BE csnusnsaecsnenseneee 12,994,525 + 566,423 
Koku. Koku. 
NG. cc cessnsoaneve 930,196 —124,733 
. Metric tons. Metric tons. 
Sulphur .........+++0+ 20,730 —13,841 


[Nots.—Momme=2°'11644 drams. Kin=about 1:33 Ib. 


Koku=39:7 Imperial gallons. ] 


MINERAL AND METAL OUTPUT OF 1918. 
(From H.M, Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 


According to the investigations made by the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce, the output of the chief 
minerals and metals produced in 1918 decreased as com- 
pared with 1917, except in the case of gold, pig iron, mercury, 
coal, phosphates, and a few others, which increased :— 

Per cent. 





BO cniktinetseniixvannmnmnmacie Re. 
Pig-irOM  ......cccecececscseseeereeeeeceeeeeeees 51-2 
Mercury... ccs eeseeeeecereeeeeeeeeeeeenes ... 169 
EEE ccc ccaunramgudneeoneioeeepeauniouenndeints 6:3 
Phosphates  .........seeesseescsceceeseecseees 58°3 


The following table gives the output of most of the 
minerals and metals for the year : — 


Quantity. Value. 

Momme. Yen. 
TEI, sade dertehesiunnieaeameanneeaninA 2,046,647 10,222,491 
RE GI insnssssstecsvosnnsseeonss 5,005 ge 
Alluvial platinum —.......cceeeeeeeee ee 420 9,494 
SIND 50.2: aadionunenepereemmnanemabnsie 54,743,718 12,622,000 
$368,821 90,890,282 
IE: ins Crewe eetennannaimins 150,568 ,82 90 390,202 
ene said. eeeaindcasieesdaniaieaeicdadmanaininaliales taht 17 806,677 4,] 52,991 
DOIN «nc sas evans cuboeneenbanenennenes 1,221 8,959 

Kwan. 
A... ceacunsiduessninienlate 249 2,981 
Kin. 

a a alah aed citeatilmmeibandinte 280,808 569,308 
Aetionony, TOEMOE  .....0205.0000s00000s. 650,999 178,971 
Antimony, regulus .........6.eeseeeee ee 2,940 338 
EEE EET TN EN 4,377 20,041 
ET icc ecatieie, sumiunlalaainilei 66,525,805 17,730,927 

Iron— French tons. i 
DN s.cscuiuicesnduneimanionaenieie 179,731 37,778,788 
SINE: csncsanintenneisianncens 1,540 480,474 
SL, Gah ccieiidatnensakedpasanials 18,341 6,092,660 
WUE’. coscwacuencdenddessebeeies 162 39,869 
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a eccssans 
MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 
Quantity. Value. 
; Kwan. Yen. 
INDE ovneecesnsesensneensecnopnseavesees 28,201,819 1,083,842 
SE sikiscnnetrncstnedsunennns 1,930,428 390,546 
MD: sacserrecevcernarstavedens 15,197,576 1,952,163 
MgMASUCT OTC 2.00.0. cceeccseceesceveene 161,380 1,417,941 
Molybdenum ........... sinew oodawnenieils 1,107 18,950 
Molybdenum, unrefined ........... 17,634 6,542 
Kin. 
EE iste CxasecunuiuineadsuunbasGuesieses 408,301 31,240 
French tons. 
Phosphorous ores ..................04. 192,271 7,117,390 
Kin. 
Graphite TVTUSTICETILITTT TTT TT TT 3,137,300 104,507 
French tons. 
RA 35, hsainvanicinensdmelienaiaiouns 28,029,425 286,032,498 
NS x22 sncesonenscecsnnesnsseesasenens 173,396 943,630 
Koku. 
DMMNOUM, CTUGC occ. cccicesccscnces: 2,142,589 30,417,097 
Thousand cubic shaku. 
RE UE xc cans ninislbivne eau vudwaucuns 926,631 1,428,118 
Kwan. 
NE S55 een td ee ep IR 800,005 104,835 
French tons. 
SEY. 5akeis.fegii vs! does chaeenip eae aoee 64,711 2,532,425 





erreeereeeeeees eee seeereeese eee eeeeeeeeeeeesens 


514,093,672 





The output of iron in this table represents the production 
of mines and refineries for alluvial iron and of iron 
foundries which mainly treat native ores. It does not include 
the production of the Yawata Iron Foundry (under Govern- 
ment management), iron works for making pig-iron from 
scrap, ete., and steel works which work on pig-iron so 
produced. 

*An explanation which has been received of the item 
‘“Kera’’ states : — 

“Steel products in the provinces of Sanyo and Sanin are 
made from sand iron by the way called locally ‘‘Tatara”’ 
(or Foot Bellows), that is, sand iron and charcoal are 
charged into a small furnace, through which air is forced 
by the ‘‘Tatara’’ method. Iron so manufactured is called 
“Kera,’’ some part of it being wrought-iron and some cast- 
iron, and is broken into pieces so that the wrought-iron and 
cast-iron can be separated.”’ 


(Note.—Kwan=8°33 lb. (approx.). Kin=1-°33 Ib. (ap- 








prox.). Koku=39-7 Imperial gals. Shaku=11-9 inches. | 
SWITZERLAND. 
RECENT COAL IMPORTS. 7 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BERNE. 
The total imports of coal into Switzerland during the 
period elapsing between Ist and 15th September 


amounted to 78,447 tons. The origin, with the quantities of 
coal from each source, was as follows :—- 


| Tons. 
TE. § <Xikrahined habehamanadibedvniadsvenatan 7,394 
ican is leitdleeactecleiaatii eis abe kin's antes 16,365 
Rhine (Brikett Union) ............... 33 
SE  Gstccddinacibbhenaiiinenkccwinndamage:- Sa 
ll accede Eeucncwian ann 
WMOOEE MMU cc civsicccccecicscssecvsnse, 2,417 
I iit aidlcs. -enecadeouiccuda imenenl 28 ,994 

 eiteabds sink avon taniecees 78,447 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IRON TRADE SITUATION. 

According to the United States Bureau of Mines the export 
trade of the United States continues to improve. Railroad 
material has been sold to France, Cuba, Chile, Argentina, 
Java, and Formosa, and other iron and steel products to 
the United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and Japan. 
The United Kingdom has lately been a good market for 
merican products, mostly semi-finished material and some 
Pig-iron. On the other hand, the South American trade 
as been invaded to some extent by German and British 
houses, which has checked the volume of United States sales. 


TRADE WITmH AUSTRALIA. 


Exports of iron and steel products to Australia for the 
rst seven months of the current fiscal year, at about 
26,800.000 dols., exceeded largely those of the corresponding 


| 








MINERALS AND METALS — continued. 








period of the previous year, when they were valued at 
15,700,000 dols. 


Tits Unitrep Kincpom anp Coat Pricss. 


The Bureau’s report points out the likely effect of the 
advances in the cost of coal in the United Kingdom upon 
manufactures there, and states that at present English 
producers are able to compete with Americans only in 
steel billets and steel bars. 

CHANGES IN MANUFACTURE. 

The present method of steel manufacture has changed 
from that in vogue before the war. Basic open-hearth and 
electric furnace practices have greatly increased at the 
expense of acid open-hearth practice. This was in part due 
to the difficulty of obtaining sufficient high-grade ore from 
foreign countries, and the necessity of using local ores. 

Lasour Troustes aNp Renvcep SHIPMENTS. 

The production of iron ore received a serious setback in 
August owing to the strike of railroad shopmen and dock 
workers on the Lakes. But while the strike probably caused 
a reduction of some 4,000,000 tons in the month’s shipments, 
it had little apparent effect on the market, sales of ore 
continuing small. 

France as Iron AND STEEL Exporter. 

I’'rance, the report adds, is confronted with the necessity 
of exporting both iron ore and iron and steel. The acquisi- 
tion of Lorraine has placed her next to the United States 
in resources, both as to iron ore and iron and steel plants. 
As she cannot consume her output capacity it is necessary to 
establish an export trade. This is difficult on account of 
labour shortage, high costs, and United States activity in 
foreign fields. 

GERMAN INpUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION. 


Having regard to the tremendous handicaps under which 
she is working, Germany seems to have made greater progress 
towards re-establishing her iron and steel industry than the 
other European countries, and reports indicate that she has 
to be reckoned with in the world market. Efforts are being 
made to finance German plants with foreign capital, and, 1t 
is believed. to finance foreign plant with German capital, so 
as to establish the most intimate trade relationship. 





THE CHROME INDUSTRY. 

Chrome mining in the United States has nearly ceased, 
according to reports for the first six months of 1919 received 
by the United States Geological Survey from nearly 300 
correspondents who were operators of owners of chrome 
mines in 1918. Between Ist January and Ist July, 1919, 
about 1,400 tons of chrome ore were mined and shipped from 
three mines—two in San Luis, Obispo Co., California, and 
one in Wyoming. In addition, 300 tons of chrome ore mined 
in 1918 were marketed during that period. The two mines 
in California appear to have been closed down, at least for 
the present, so that the one in Wyoming is the enly active 
producer of domestic chrome ore. 


Rapip DECREASE OF OUTPUT. 


This condition shows a remarkable contrast to that which 
prevailed in 1918, when there were nearly 600 active owners 
and operators of chrome properties, and the total quantity 
of chrome ore shipped was 82,350 long tons of all grades, by 
far the greatest annual output of domestic chrome ore ever 
marketed in this country. In 1918 California produced 
63,064 and Oregon 18,455 long tons, and Maryland, North 
Carolina, Washington, and Wyoming most of the remainder. 


GRADES AND VALUES OF ORE SHIPPED. 


The ore shipped in 1918 ranged in content of chromic 
oxide from less than 35 to more than 45 per cent., and 
averaged 41:7 per cent. Most of the ore shipped during 
the first six months of 1919 has ranged in content of chromic 
oxide from 34 to 51 per cent., that from California being 
of the better grade. The average price of the ore mined 
in 1918 was nearly 48 dols. a ton. The price of the ore sold 
in 1919 ranged from i3 dols. to 63 dols. a short ton, and the 
average price was nearly 26 dols. a ton. 


ImpPorTS oF ORE. 


The imports of chrome ore during the first half of 1919 
amounted to 19,658 long tons, Nearty half of it came over- 
seas from Oceania, and the average price of the ore in the 
country of its origin is reported to have heen about 36 dols. 
a long ton. 

The decline in the domestic production and market in 
the first half of 1919 is general and overwhelming, sparing 
only localities favoured by cheapness of local transportation, 
high grade of ore, or cheapness of production. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





PRODUCTION OF QUICKSILVER. 

The output of quicksilver in the United States, from Ist 
April to 30th June, 1919, according to figures compiled by 
the United States Geological Survey, Department of the 
Interior, was 3,940 flasks of 75 lb. net, a decrease of 2,020 
flasks, or of nearly 34 per cent., as compared with the 
output in the first quarter. Only 16 mines were producing 
in the second quarter of the year as against 23 in the first 
quarter. Of the 3,940 flasks produced, 2,632 flasks are 
credited to California, 1,244 to Texas, 34 to Nevada, and 
30 to Oregon. - 

Prices AND MarKeET Prospects. 

The average monthly prices of quicksilver in San Fran- 
cisco during the second quarter of 1919, as quoted in the 
Mining and Scientific Press, were: April, 73:12 dols.; May, 
24°80 dols.; and June, 94:40 dols. The price thus made a 
progressive increase from 72°80 dols. in March, which was 
the lowest price since the beginning of the war. The down- 
ward trend of the price of quicksilver during the first 
quarter, the uncertainty as to the future, and the high cost 
of operation, together with the general scarcity of readily 
available ore, co-operated to diminish production at the 
beginning of the second quarter, and the mines have not 
yet responded at equal rate to the increased market activity. 

With the cessation of hostilities between the principal 
belligerents in the great War, some of the quicksilver pro- 
ducers were decidedly pessimistic as regards the future of 
the industry. They expected an immediate influx of foreign 
quicksilver and a fall in prices approximately to the level 
of those that prevailed early in 1914. The present condi- 
tions, however, appear to indicate that at least some of the 
producers were unduly apprehensive. 





THE SLATE INDUSTRY. 

Information recently made available to the United States 
Bureau of Mines would seem to indicate that the cost of 
production of slate in the Uniied States could be materially 
reduced and the market correspondingly widened by the 
introduction of more machinery and improved methods. A 
wider use of channelling machines in quarries, and splitting, 
sawing, and carborundum machines in mills is suggested. 
Tunnelling has been employed to a very limited extent in 
American quarries, and its extension would seem advisable, 
especially where valuable deposits are now covered with 
mountains of waste derived from previous workings. Tunnel- 
ling obviates the necessity for the removal of cyerburden 
or ‘‘top,’’ and if overhead stoping were employed, much of 
the waste could be left in the tunnels, as at Angers, in 
France. 

Tue ProBLeEM oF WASTE. 

Waste is the most difficult problem in the slate industry, 
its percentage reaching as high as 95 in places. This could 
be reduced by (1) utilising the slate from each individual 
quarry for a number of purposes rather than confining it to 
one use, and discarding all material that cannot be thus 
used ; (2) by extending the market for by-products; and (3) 
by the discovery of new uses for waste slate. The problem of 
waste is at present largely unsolved, and any solution would 
give a wonderful impetus to the slate industry. 








THE ELATERITE INDUSTRY. 

Kiaterite is the common name for wurtzilite, This is one of 
the hard varieties of native asphalt, and is closely similar to 
gilsonite and grahamite. Practically all the elaterite pro- 
duced in the United States comes from Uinta County. Utah, 
says the United States Bureau of Mines Report. — 

Refined elaterite is used principally in the manufacture 
of marine and iron paints, acid-resisting compounds, and 
other protective coatings, and in the manufacture of rubber. 
The demand, though small, appears to be steadily increasing 
as a consequence, it is believed, of the successful employment 
of this mineral as a primary constituent of prepared floaring. 
Development of the elaterite deposits in Utah has been re- 
tarded by the restricted market for the material, and by 
the location of the deposits remote from railway transporta- 
Lion. 

Petroleum refineries equipped for the manufacture of 
asphalt are located in practically all parts of the United 
States. 

In 1917 elaterite at the mines sold for an average of 88-69 
dols. per cent. per ton, and gilsonite sold for an average of 
14°43 dols. per ton. 











Textiles. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROFITS IN THE 
TRADE. 

According to the Interstate Commussion’s report on the 
clothing trade, the abnormal conditions of trade and shipping 
occasioned by the war have enabled manufacturers and dis. 
tributors, with rare exceptions, to increase their profits, and 
these conditions have been taken advantage of for that pur. 
pose in certain instances to a remarkable extent. 

There are 25 woollen mills in the Commonwealth, one owneg 
by the Government and 24 privately, operated by 22 firms 
or companies (two companies operating two mills each). The 
accounts of the 22 operating companies or firms were 
examined, and it was found that on an average aggregate 
capital employed of £1,273,738, the percentage of net profit 
for the years 1914-—-1917, inclusive, averaged 31-33 per cent, 
per annum, against a net profit of 13°44 per cent. on a 
capital of £1,144,385 in 1914. The average profit in the 
four War years on an average turnover of £2,267,919 was 
17-5 per cent., against 12°93 per cent. on a turnover of 
£1,189,861 in 1914. The percentage of capital to turnover 
in the four years 1914-1917 was 56-16, against 93°66 in 1914, 

The balance sheets of 14 typical hosiery and_ knitting 
manufactories using only imported yarns were examined, 
and it was found that their aggregate net profits in the 
four War years 1914-1917 was 25-73 per cent. on an average 
capital employed of £166,050, compared with 12-07 per cent, 
on capital of £105,404 in 1914. The average net profit on 
turnover of £323,247 in 1914-1917 was 13°22 per cent., com. 
pared with 9-84 per cent. on a turnover of £129,362 in 1914. 
Percentage of capital in 1914-1917 was 51°37 per cent., 
compared with 81:49 in 1914. 

Owing to the fact that in some cases the factory-made 
men’s clothing industry is connected with other enterprises, 
and the financial results could not be separated, no per- 
centages are given, but the Commission states that, in 
common with other lines, the manufacturers of men’s and 
boys’ clothing have reaped large profits during the War 
period. 

Investigation of the accounts of several large shirt, collar, 
and pyjama factories in Sydney and Melbourne showed 
aggregate percentages of net profits on capital employed as 
follows :—10914, 12-271 ; 1915, 10-07; 1916, 10-65; 1917, 10°74, 
a decreased return for all the War years, compared with that 
immediately preceding. 

The net percentage profits of manufacturers of felt hats, 
seven companies averaged, were: 1914, 11:09; 1915, 13°57; 
1916, 14:02; 1917, 13°85. 

The balance sheets of 16 leading soft goods (dry goods) 
warehousemen showed profits on invested capital of: 1914, 
&-33 per cent.; 1915, 9-69 per cent.; 1916, 13 per cent.; 
1917, 15°21 per cent. The aggregate capital of the 16 ware 
houses was £3,646,000 in 1917, and the turnover £6,566,656, 
the net profit on turnover being 8-44 per cent. 

Net profits of 22 retail drapery establishments showed a 
decrease during the War as follows:—1914, 14°52 per cent.; 
1915, 9°25 per cent.; 1916, 10-18 per cent.; 1917, 12°85 per 
cent. 








WAR-TIME CLOTHING 


Price FIxineG. 

It is recommended by the Commission that should Parlia- 
ment decide upon regulating the price of clothing, 10 per 
cent. on capital invested should be taken as a fair return, 
and that to ‘‘prime cost,’’ representing actual cost of 
materials and wages, the following should be the maximum 
percentages of profits permitted to manufacturers : Tweeds 
and serges, 30 per cent. ; blankets and flanne!s, 25 per cent.; 
hosiery and knitted goods, 20 per cent.; felt hats, 22) per 
cent. 

Wholesale distributing houses should be permitted to add 
no more than 22} per cent. to cost landed in warehouses of 
all materials for clothing. 

Retail distributors should be limited to net profits of 333 
per cent. over cost landed in warehouse or shop. 

It is also recommenled that all traders should be compelled 
to keep prescribed accounts, profit and loss statements, and 
balance sheets, and that resales should be restricted with a 
view to the prevention of transactions which do not bring 
the goods nearer the consumer. 





SWITZERLAND. 


POSITION IN THE EMBROIDERY 
SILK INDUSTRIES. 
In the Swiss embroidery industry the demand for finer 
goods improved in September, and both smal] and large 
firms have prepared collections of samples. 
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[sports to the United States of America, which at — 

. during the War, are now rapidly improving, the value 
of the embroidery exported to the United States of America 
“ August being nearly 2,000,000 frs. more in value than 
shat 1 August, 1918. <A recovery of the English trade is 
om ; inted on in view of the total abandonment by the 
ate < Government of all import restrictions. France, on 
Saher hand, in her anxiety to protect the embroidery 
sedastry in her devastated districts, has raised the duty on 
imported embroidery. 

Sr. GaLn AND VORARJ.BERG. 
Austria remains difficult in view 
the exchange difficulties. An agreement has been made 
: h Vorarlberg for the regulation of the embroidery trade 
0 countries, which is of the utmost importance 
since about one-fifth of the machine em- 
work for the numerous Swiss embroidery 
Vorarlberg. Before the War more than 
se embroidery exported from St. Gall 
eame from Vorarlberg. The Swiss worker is — 
do very fine work on goods of high quality, = S . 
worker 10 Vorarlberg does large quantities of w ve - t i 
coarser material, At the present time large wrtengn _ 
been placed with St. Gall exporters which the Sw iss Wor = 
alone cannot hope to execute Within a reasonable engl , 
chief difficuity is the rate of exchange. The supplier wi t " 
oods from Vorarlberg 1s paid in frances in Sw on 
but he pays his workers in kronen. He could, — ore, 
afford to take work in Switzerland at low prices and cut 
down the wages of the native workers. To obviate — 
dificulty a special Control Office is being set up in St. Ga 
to supervise all the business and fix wages, as far as “ 
cumstances permit, at the same minimum rate im ‘ eer 
berg as in Switzerland. The National Bank of St. Gall wi 
be the central pay office, paying the \ orariberg workers on 
behalf of the exporters, the benefit of the difference in ex- 
change going to the State of Vorariberg. This agreement 
has obtained the consent of all parties. 
SILK. 


There is no improvement in the situation of the silk 
industry. This industry is at the, moment completely 
‘slated in the international market. All exportation, even 
tothe neutrals of Northern Europe, is completely suspended, 
and the manufacturers have been obliged to limit their 
production. Many factories are threatened with a complete 
stoppage. 

The difficulty arises chiefly through the impossibility of 
obtaining raw material from foreign countries. At the end 
of the War the general opinion was that the prices of raw 
materials would automatically decrease. This led to the 
failure to buy sufficient material through the fear of serious 
loss. In this way the silk manufacturers ceased entirely 
to import raw material. 

Italy is the chief furnisher of raw silk to Switzerland, and 
during the War the obstacles in the way of obtaining 
supplies from that country have been almost insurmountable. 
The telegraphic service was suspended, the frontier closed 
for weeks together, a period of 15 days was necessary before 
a letter reached its destination, and transport was defective. 
In the first few months of 1918 a legal action was started 
against the ‘‘Societa per la Filatura dei Cascami di Seta,”’ 
as a Consequence of which several people connected with the 
silk industry in Italy were arrested. This was the opening 
of a virtual war against the silk industry in that country. 
Black lists were established, on which figured Italian firms 
dealing in raw silk with Swiss houses in Italy and in Swiss 
manufactures. The supply from France was more satisfac- 
tory, although the French black list system operated with 
some amount of hardship in the case of several Swiss silk 
firms. 

After the Armistice the Italian Government instituted a 
monopoly of Italian raw silk, which was vested in the 
State administrative ‘Ufficio d’Acquisto delle Sete 
Itallienne.”? The object of this policy is to maintain the 
Prices at a figure eminently favourable to the Italian 
industrial interests. Swiss manufacturers are disposed to 
ol en measure favourably at present, as a possible 
aaah o. ig eh prices at the present level in the Swiss 

alian market. 
Large stocks of silk are at present lying in Italy waiting 
lean 2 entiond, but business is hindered by the 
ign buyers must pay in advance. 


—_— 
—- 


Trade with Germany and 


wit 
between the two 
to Switzerland, 
broiderers W ho 
exporters are in 
30 per cent. of the coar 





a_i I 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


a 


| 














543 





Dyes and Oils. 


SOUTH RUSSIA. 


PROPOSED PIPE LINES AT GROSNY. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
Rostov-on-Don. 








Owing to the complete disorganisation of railway trans- 
port, and the consequent impossibility of conveying to the 
seaboard the enormous stocks of naphtha products which 
have accumulated at Grosny, there are projects on foot for 
the construction of three separate pipe lines : — 

1. Grosny to Novorossisk, distance 506 miles. 
2. Grosny to Petrovsk on the Caspian—100 miles. 
3. Grosny to Astrakhan—240 miles. 

The line from Grosny to Astrakhan would serve as an out- 
let to the Volga, and would enable Grosny oil to compete 
with Baku products in Central and Northern Russia. Moscow 
merchants, temporarily residing at Rostov are interested in 
this scheme, and the capital will probably be subscribed 
locally. As regards the other two projects, it is understood 
to be the intention to seek capital abroad. 

It is claimed that the production at Grosny can be raised 
to 40,000,000 poods per month, but the railway company at 
the present moment can only cope with about 2,000,000 
poods. 

The necessary pipes for the lines could be manufactured 
in Russia, but all the pumping machinery, etec., would have 
to be imported. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
QUALITY OF AMERICAN DYES. 


In a report issued to the stockholders of the American 
Chemical Foundation a claim is made in favour of the 
superior quality of American dyes. The total American 
output of dyes in 1917 is valued in the report at 57,796,228 
dols., and that of 1918 at 83,095,404 dols. During 1918 the 
export trade grew rapidly, the total exports of dyes for the 
fiscal year amounting to 16,921,388 aols. In June, 1919, 
aniline dyes valued at 743,476 dols. were cleared for export 
from the port of New York. 

The present strong American demand for Swiss dyes is 
accounted for in the report by the fact that most of the vat 
dyes are not manufactured in America in any quantity, but 
it is stated that the six months’ supply of German dyes, 
permitted by the Government to come forward under the 
supervision of the War Trade Board, is expected to remedy 
some of the defects in the vat dye situation. Meanwhile, 
three different plants are manufacturing indigo in quanti- 
ties, and are promising other vat dyes in the near future. 

In regard to the control of dye factories in the occupied 
areas in Germany, a resolution was adopted by the dye 
section of the American Chemical Society that an urgent 
request should be made to the President that America 
should have her share in the operating control of these 
factories, and that qualified representatives should be 
stationed there, the information gained to be used for the 
benefit of the American industry, 

It was also resolved that as the manufacture of dye from 
coal tar distillates involves the same process and material as 
that used in the manufacture of explosives and poison gas 
for military purposes, the question of the importation of 
dyes and bases of intermediates be made a military question, 
on the ground that iniportation is a menace to the possible 
future defence of the country, as it fosters foreign indus- 
tries which would furnish an enemy with munitions of war, 
and discourages the development of home industry essential 
to defence. 

Among other resolutions passed was one endorsing pending 
legislation to establish an independent Patent and Trade- 
mark Office, and a United States Court of Patent Appeals 
at Washington, and one protesting against the printing 
on hotel laundry bills of announcements to the effect that 
no responsibility would be assumed in caring for guests’ 
laundry, owing to dyes. 

A prominent American manufacturer of cloaks and dyes, 
writing recently to the ‘‘Daily News Record,” does not agree 
with some of the claims advanced in the above report. He 
asserts that the public demands fast dyes, and manufacturers 
will soon be tired of employing dyes which will not give satis- 


faction. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
EGYPT. 


WHEAT AND FLOUR EXEMPTED FROM 
IMPORT DUTY. 

The Egyptian ‘‘Journal Officiel’? of 28th September pub- 
lishes a notice by the Supplies Control Board, which states 
that the system of notification of the arrival in Egypt ot 
consignments of wheat and flour is abolished and that all 
wheat and flour cleared from Customs before Ist June, 1920, 
sh..i! be free of import duty. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
[IMPORT DUTY ON CEMENT. 


The British Guiana ‘“ Official Gazette’ of 30th August 
contains copy of an Order issued by the Executive Council 
on 26th August, stating that all cement imported into the 
Colony and certified by the Chairman of the Canals Polder 
Authority for use in the construction of the combined drain- 
age sluice and road bridge to be erected at the mouth of 
No. 2 Canal in the Canals Polder shall be exempt from pay- 
ment of import duty. 




















FOREIGN. 





BELGIUM. 


IMPORTATION OF GOODS OF GERMAN 
ORIGIN. 

With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ re- 
specting the necessity for import licences for German goods 
imported into Belgium, and of certificates of origin for goods 
imported from various countries, the Board of Trade are 
now in receipt of copy of a Belgian Ministerial Decree ot 
15th October (published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge” on 
16th October), in virtue of which certificates of origin 
are no longer required for a large number of goods which 
are further exempted from the requirement of import licence 
formerly applicable to all goods when of German origin. 

A translation of the Decree is given below :— 

Art. 1.—The Ministerial Decrees of 30th May, 1919*, and 

20th September, 1919, are abrogated. 

Art. 2.—Certificates of origin as provided for by the Royal 
Decree of 9th August [see page 346 of the ‘‘ Journal ” 
for 11th September], and. import licences’ which 
were required for goods originating in or coming from 
Germany, are dispensed with in the case of the goods 
enumerated below : — 

Accessories for cycles, motor-cycles, automobiles such as lamps, 
pumps, bells, horns, mudguards, etc., and including saddles and 
chains. 

Accessories for electric-light installations (sockets, switches, 
etc., but excluding lamps, wires, and cables). 

Agricultural tractors and traction engines. 

Animal substances, unmanufactured. 

Apparatus and accessories for photography and for cinemato- 
graphs, with the exception of plates, films, and photographic 
paper. 

Asbestos wares. 

Balls and ball bearings. 

Cast iron, not worked. 

Celluloid in all forms. 

Clockmakers’ wares, in al] forms. 

Cork in the rough and worked. 

Dephosphorisation slag. 

Electric batteries; electric bells. 

Emery, carborundum, and other abrasives in all forms. 

Foodstuffs of all kinds, with the exception of wheat, flour. and 
grain, saccharose sugar, beer of all kinds imported over the Dutch 
frontier, and malt. 

Gas mantles and gas burners. 

Gums, natural. 

Hides in the hair and tanned; skins, raw and tanned; furskins, 
raw and prepared ; furs. 

Insulating tubes. 

Jewellery and imitation jewellery. 

Laboratory glassware. 

Machines and apparatus imported, duty free, for the purpose of 
repair; sewing machines; knitting machines. 

Magnetos. 

Measuring instruments. 








*See page 487 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for 16th October. 
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J Metal tubes, coppered, nickelled, coated with lead, zing ~ 
in. 

Mineral products, crude, of all kinds (earths, stones, ores ete 
but excluding coal). . ee: 
Musical instruments; perforated paper and cardboard f 
musical instruments and machines. 7 

“Objets d’art”’ and for collections. 

Office requisites excepting those made of paper or cardboard 

Ouls and fats for industrial purposes. 

Optical instruments and articles. 

Padlocks, chains, and small chains. 

Phonographs and accessories therefor. 

Pitch, mineral and vegetable. 

Plaster. 

Precious metals, crude and worked. 

Precious stones. 

Railway rolling-stock. 

Registering and controlling apparatus. 

tesins, 

Rubber, raw and worked. 
_ Scientific instruments and apparatus of all kinds except Surgical 
instruments. ig 

Scissors, razors, clippers: pruning shears and the like. 

Stones, worked. 

Tanning products. 

Tools. 

Typewriters. 

Typographic goods (printed matter of all kinds except pictur 
postcards and printed matter for the tobacco industry), 

Vegetable products. raw, of all kinds. 

Waste from all products, including metallic scrap. 

Wood in all forms, except furniture. 

Wool, raw. 





S$ 


GERMANY. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT REGULATIONS. 


In connection with the notice on the above subject 
published in the ‘Journal’? of 25th September (page 467) 
the following notes indicate the provisions of Proclamations 
aifecting the import and export of certain goods into and 
from Germany which have recently been published in the 
‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ : — 

A.—Exports. 

1. Sheet Glass.—The authority conferred upon German § 
Customs Houses by a Proclamation of 12th November, 1918 § 
to allow the export without licence of all goods coming under 
Category XV of the Customs Tariff (Glass and Glass Wares, 
Tariff Nos. 735 to 768) has been withdrawn in so far as 
concerns sheet glass (Tariff Nos. 741 and 743) by a Pro. 
clamation of 8th October, 1919. 

2. Tenk Wagons.—A Proclamation of 12th November, 1918, 
authorised the German Customs Authorities to permit the 
export without licence of all goods coming under Category 
XVIII C. of the Customs Tariff (Vehicles and Vessels, 
Tariff Nos, 913-925) with the exception of the following:— 


Aircraft and parts therefor. 

Parts of cycles. 

Watercraft and their accessories. 

Steam and other motive engines. 

Floating docks and pontoons, with or without accom- 
panying machinery. 

Watercraft of all kinds for breaking up. 

The authorisation conferred on the Customs by the above Ff 
Proclamation has been withdrawn by a Proclamation of &h f 
October, 1919, in so far as concerns tank wagons (Tarif 
No. 914). 











B.—ImMports. 


1. Pulse, Rice, and Cocoa Beans.—A Proclamation of the 
3rd September, 1919, permits the importation without licence 
of pulse and products and offal thereof derived by grinding, 
peeling, and shredding; rice, rice wastes, and mixtures of " 
rice and rice wastes with other substances; and cocoa beans, 
raw or roasted, 

2. Coal.—A Proclamation of 8th September contains 
regulations governing the importation of foreign coal into 
Germany by water, and its distribution. A general licence 
to import from the Coal Distributing Commissioner will sti! 
be required, for which applications must be addressed to the 
Import Department of the Coal Commissioners, Berlin W. 
Kurfiirstenstrasse 117, furnishing the following details, viz. 
country of origimw; quality and quantity of coal; date 0 
delivery; port of discharge; prices and conditions of pay- 
ment. 

Licences will be granted as promptly as possible, but only 
to the following :— hs 

(1) Coal dealers, who were already importers of coal 
from abroad before Ist August, 1914; 
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(2) Other coal dealers and coal dealers’ associations to 
whom it may seem advisable to grant licences for 
special reasons ; 

(3) Gasworks, waterworks, electricity works, and such 
industrial consumers as use coal chiefly to manu- 
facture export goods. 

Licence to import will be sanctioned under the following 
conditions : — 

(1) That the railways shall not be unduly burdened 
with the transport of the coal. 

(2) That the coal shall be distributed and delivered 
direct to consumers. 

(3) That the coal shall be furnished exclusively to gas- 
works, waterworks, electricity works, and to 
manufacturers of export goods. 

Further, every consumer receiving coal from abroad by 
this means must notify the Coal Distributing Commissioner 
stating the amount of coal received, the names of the dealers 
supplying it, etc., ete. 

8 Rubber, etee, and Asbestos.—A Proclamation of 16th 
September authorises the importation without licence of the 
following goods : — 

Indiarubber, guttapercha, and balata, raw or refined 
(Tariff No. 98). 

Indiarubber, guttapercha, and balata waste (Tariff 
No. 98). 

Used pieces of indiarubber, guttapercha and _ balata 
goods (Tariff No. 98). 

Asbestos, in the rough or ground (Tariff No. 231). 

Asbestos fibres, even if purified (Tariff No. 231). 

4, Textile Raw Materials —A Proclamation of 30th 
September (published on 2nd October) authorised the im- 
portation into Germany without licence of the textile 
materials (from Tariff Categories I and WV) of which 
details are given below. Flax, it will be noted, is not in- 
eluded in the list: — 

Tariff No. From Category I, Section A. 

Vegetable textile materials, raw, purified, 
broken, retted, etc., and waste therefrom for 
spinning, viz. :— 

ex 28 Cotton ; linters (even if cleaned) ; hemp and hemp 
tow ; ramie (China grass) and ramie waste; jute 
and jute tow; manila hemp and manila hemp 
tow; sisal hemp; agave and similar fibres; 
coconut fibre; kapok; Indian and New Zealand 
hemp, pineapple fibre, esparto grass fibre, peat 
and wood wool, and other unspecified textile 
materials (not including flax and flaw tow), 
and unspecified waste thereof. 
From Category I, Section C. 
Animal textile materials, viz. :— 

144 Merino and crossbred wool, raw or washed. 

145 Hair of the vicufia, camel, goat, Angora goat or 
other caprine animals; hair of the hare, rabbit, 
beaver, monkey, muskrat, and nutria. 

146 Horsehair (mane or tail), boiled or not. 

From Category V, Section A.—Silk. 

391 Raw silk, undyed. 

396—7 Floss silk, combed or not combed. 
ex 398 Floss silk yarn (of one or more strands). 

From Category V, Section B.—Wool, ete. 
Wool and other animal hair, hackled, 
bleached, dyed, curled, or milled : — 

413 Sheeps’ wool (also glovers’ wool); hair of the 
alpaca, camel, goat, Angora goat, and other 
caprine animals; hair of the hare, rabbit, 
beaver, monkey, muskrat, and nutria; cattle, 
deer, dog, swine, and other coarse animal hair ; 
wool noils; waste of bleached or dyed wool, wool 
flocks, spinning waste, waste from weaving, 
cloth-working, cloth-cutting, etc.; waste from 
other working of animal hair. 

415 Crisp hair of cattle, swine, or other coarse animal 
hair, mixed or not with other animal hair or 
vegetable textile substance. 

416 Wool or other animal hair, carded or combed— 
not including shoddy (No. 414). 

From Category V, Section C.—Cotton. 
438 Cotton, bleached, dyed, carded, combed or milled ; 
waste of bleached or dyed cotton; carding or 
combing waste, spinning waste, weaving waste, 
and waste from working. 
From Category V, Section D.—Other vegetable 
Textile Materials. 

¢t 470 Hemp, ramie, jute, manila hemp, New Zealand 
hemp, agave fibre, pineapple fibre, exparto 
grass fibre, coconut fibre, vegetable down, 
peat and wood wool, and other vegetable textile 
materials (ercept flax), hackled, carded, 

combed, bleached, dyed. 
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l’'rom Category V, Section G.—Horsehair. 

515 Horsehair (from mane and tail), prepared: — 
combed, drawn, bleached, dyed; also waste 
thereof; curled horsehair, even if mixed with 
other animal hair or with vegetable fibres. 

From Category V, Section L—Waste of Textile 
Wares and tne like. 

543 Woollen and silk rags; cloth lists; linen, cotton, 
etc., rags (paper stock), and all other textile 
and similar waste for use in papermaking (old 
nets, old ropes and string, old healds no longer 
suitable for their original use); and textile and 
similar waste for other purposes (wool-dust 
manure, manurial silk waste, etc.). 





—E 


POLAND. 








IMPORT AND EXPORT REGULATIONS. 

_ The Polish Commercial and Financial Agent in London 
has notified the Department of Overseas Trade that aa 
Order has been issued by the Polish Government, dated 10th 
September, laying down revised reguiations governing the 
importation of goods into, and exportation of goods from, 
Poland. A translation of these new regulations is printed 
below. 

As a consequence of the exemption of so many classes of 
goods from the necessity of obtaining licences, the issue of 
licences by the Polish Commercial and Financial Agency 
in London has been suspended, and applications for per- 
mission to import into Poland goods not specified in the 
subjoined list must be addressed to the Polish Government 
Import and Export Commission, Elektoralna, 2, Warsaw. 
The importation of such goods also requires the authorisa- 
tion of the Central Foreign Exchange Committee recently 
established by the Polish Government, 

1.—I port. 

The following goods are permitted to be imported inte 
Poland without import permit: 

1. Arms, ammunition, and other articles of military equip- 
ment which are the property of, or are being consigned by 
order of the Ministry of War to, the Polish Military 
Authorities. 

2. Foodstuffs in postal parcels not exceeding 5 kg. in 
weight. 

3. Rtaw materials.—Coal; coke; chalk, ordinary and 
purified ; china clay (kaolin); potash and minerals for manu- 
facture of glass; borax; raw celluloid; indiarubber; caout- 
chouc: silica sand; cork bark. 

4. Metals, raw and _— semi-manufactured; copper; 
aluminiuni; nickel; lead; tin; wolfram; mercury; metallic 
bismuth; ferro-manganese; ferro-silicon; iron ores; tool 
steel. 

5. Raw materials for textile industry.—Wool; cotton; 
raw silk; jute; hemp; flax; also cotton wool, silk, hemp 
and flax waste. 

6. Engineering supplies.—Belting (leather, vegetable 
fibre, camelhair and balata); bronze nets and felts for paper 
mills; tissue for filtering; fuses and cartridges for mining 
industry ; all kinds of rubber hose ; technical rubber articles ; 
automatic fire extinguishers ; emery and carborundum grind- 
ing wheels, sandpaper and emery cloth; carborundum and 
emery powder; graphite crucibles; goods made of cork; 
silk gauze for millers. 

7. Hlectro-technical accessories.—Various accessories for 
electrical installations (with the exception of chandeliers, 
lamps and glass shades); electric bulbs and hand lamps; 
cables and insulated wires. 

8. Metal Goods.—Various kinds of small tools (with the 
exception of hammers, files, axes, hatchets and pickaxes) ; 
iron fittings for saddles; ordinary needles and safety-pins ; 
buckles, ferrules; hooks and eyes; steel parts for umbrellas; 
knives and scissors for technical and industrial purposes. 

9. Scientific apparatus and instruments.—Instruments— 
surgical, orthopedic and dental; unframed lenses; meteoro- 
logical, physical, and mathematical instruments and 
apparatus; weighing and mieasuring apparatus; steel and 
nickel-plated watches and parts thereof ; clock mechanicisms ; 
watchmakers’ instruments. 

10. Chemicals.—Acetate of lead; aniline dyes; printing 
inks; lithographic colours; formaline; phosphorus; lactic 
acid; oxalic acid; red arsenic; borax chloride; ferric- 
chloride; acetone; benzol; naphthaline; bisulphide of 
carbon; aniline. 

11. All medical appliances, pharmaceutical articles and 
anesthetics authorised by the Ministry of Public Health, 
except herbs used for medical purposes. 

12. Materials for dressing wounds. 
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13. Office appliances.—Ribbons and carbons tor type- 
writers; pencils; chemically-prepared copying paper tor 
copying machines; calculating and duplicating machines. 

14. Photographic articles.—Lenses; parts of photographic 
cameras; slides; plates; sensitised photographic paper ; 
chemicals for photography. 

15. Prime necessities.—Woollen and half-woollen cloth; 
bleached and printed calico; cretonne, unbleached and 
bleached linen; madapolam; cotton cloth, white and dyed. 
(The above-mentioned materials are allowed in plain rolls 
without any embroideries or ornaments). Impregnated 
cloth ; canvas; leather footwear ; all soaps, except toilet soap ; 
matches; tea; coffee; cocoa, beans; rice; condensed milk; 
herrings; olive oil: lemons. 

Note.—Goods mentioned above, except those specified in 
paragraphs 1 and 2, may be consigned only to persons or 
firms duly registered in Poland as a trading concern. The 
necessary authorisation must be presented by such firms or 
persons to the Customs officials. 

2.—Imrort AND Export. 

The following goods can be imported into or exported from 
Poland without a permit :— 

16. All Goods, except foodstufis and those coming under 
State monopolies, in small quantities, for personal use by 
the inhabitants living on the frontiers. 


3.—ImportT, TRANSIT, AND Export. 


The following goods can be imported into, transported 
through, or exported from Polish territory without a 
permit : — 

17. Newspapers; periodicals; musical publications; books. 

18. Articles used by the representatives of foreign 
countries. 

19. Designs and samples of goods which cannot be used 
for any other practical purpose, with the exception of food- 
stuffs and articles coming under State monopolies. 

20. Articles of daily use carried by travellers for their 
personal use or in the exercise of their trade and profession. 

21. Tobacco products carried by travellers, not exceeding 
24 cigars, 100 cigarettes, or 100 gr. of tobacco per person. 

22. Secondhand furniture or clothing, personal linen, bed 
linen, and mattresses, belonging to persons changing their 
domicile. 

93. Lailway carriages and wagons belonging to transport 
companies, together with articles for equipping same, or 
necessary for their circulation. As regards transport on the 
frontiers—all horses and animals which can be ridden, 
animals for draught and carrying purposes, together with 
their harness, covers, and food, if there is no doubt that 
the journey has not been undertaken to avoid the import, 
or transit transport regulations. 





export, 





ROUMANIA. 
IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 


A Roumanian Decree-Law of 12th September transfers 
Items Nos. 43 and 49 from the Table ‘‘A”’ annexed to the 
Decree-Law of 10th July (see the ‘‘Journal’’ for 4th 
September, pages 314-16) to Table "8 annexed to that 
Decree-Law. 

The effect of this Decree-Law is that the importation into 
Roumania of the following articles, viz. :— 

No. in Table. 

oe Articles. 

43 Jams, fruit, or roots preserved in honey, sugar or 
sweetened alcohol, candy, syrups, jellies, fruit 
paste, stewed fruits, rahat, sweets of all kinds; 

i9 Tropical fruits, dried or preserved, except olives, 
coffee, capers, and those used for medicinal 
purposes ; 

instead of being absolutely prohibited, may now be effected 
under permission from the Roumanian Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry (Article 3 of Decree-Law of 10th July). 





GOODS. 





SPAIN. 


CLASSIFICATION OF 
(SULPHUR BLACK). 


In virtue of a recent decision of the Spanish Director- 
General of Customs, Customs duty on thiocarbon (sulphur 
black) imported into Spain is now leviable at the rate of 
25 centavos per kilogramme, under Tariff No. 204. 





TARIFF THIOCARBON 
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RE-IMPOSITION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES On 
CERTAIN GOODS. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’? for 14th October contains , 
Royal Order, dated 8th October, which abrogates the Orders 
of Ist and 30th January and 25th February, 1916, whereby 
the Spanish Customs duties were temporarily suspended jp 


respect of certain iron and steel goods. 
The articles on which the Tariff duties are now reimposad 
7 


with effect from 14th October, are as follow :— 
No. in Spanish 


Tariff. Articles. 

54 Tron, cast in ingots. 

55 Steel in lumps and ‘“‘tochos,”’ and crude iron jp 
‘‘tochos.”’ 

56 Scrap iron and steel. 

59 Iron or steel, in bars of any section, not 
polished, even if galvanized or tinned. 

€0—62 Iron or steel plates of any thickness. 


63 [ron plates, polished, engraved, galvanized. 
coated with lead, perforated, indented 
corrugated, or worked in any other manner, 
but not manufactured; and polished bars, 

64 Tinned iron and steel plates, including un. 
manufactured tinplate. 

65—G66  Hoop-iron and steel. 

_[t is provided, however, that goods of the above-mentioned 

kinds shall be free of duty in the following cases : — 
_ (1) Such goods as were in course of clearance through the 
Spanish Customs on 14th October ; i 
(2) Those which were on theit way to Spain from a 
foreign port under direct bill of lading for Spain, and 
covered by manifests which were visé at a date not later 
than 14th October ; 

(3) Those which were warehoused in Spain and _ were 
declared for consumption within the three days following 
the 14th October. : 

Provisions Respectine Exports. 

The present Order also provides for :— 

(1) The abrogation of the prohibition of export from 
Spain (imposed by an Order of 29th April, 1917) of the 
xoods included in Nos. 54, 55 and 56 of the Spanish Tarif: 
_ (2) The abrogation of the export duty (imposed by an 
Order of Ist January, 1916) on the goods included in Nos, 
54, 55 and 56 of the Spanish Tariff. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


PROPOSED SURTAX ON THE IMPORTATION 
Oi LATE ENEMY GOODS. 


_ The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial 
Uffice copy of a telegram from the Governor-General of New 
Zealand, stating that the Dominion Government proposes 
to levy a special surtax on the entry of nearly all classes 
of late enemy goods, under the authority of Section 28 of 
the New Zealand Finance Act, 1915. 

Under this Section it is provided that the Governor may 
at any time, by Order-in-Council, direct that on the impor- 
tation into New Zealand of any goods specified in such Order, 
or of any goods of a class specified in such Order, being the 
produce or manufacture of any country at war with His 
Majesty, there shall be imposed, in addition to the duties 
(if any) imposed by the Customs Duties Act, 1908, or by this 
Act, an ad valorem duty by way of surtax of 50 per centum. 

ft is also stated in the telegram above referred to that 
an amendment to the above Section is being proposed, 
enabling a surtax of less than 50 per cent. being imposed, 
but that the surtax will be heavy. 

















AND ALGERIA. 


REVISION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES 
CHEMICAL PRODUCTS: 
ADMISSION OF GERMAN DYES, AND 
REPARATIONS. 

On 18th October the French Senate adopted a Biil, 
which had already been adopted by the Chamber of Deputies, 
to revise the existing French Customs Tariff in so far as 
concerns chemical products, which deals also with the 
Customs regime of German dyestuffs, etc., to be importe 
into France under the Reparation Clauses of the Peace 
Treaty. 

The Bill as passed by the Senate provides as follows : — 

Article 1.—Under reserve of the provisions of Article 

below, the Law of the 11th January, 1892, establishin 
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the French Customs Tariff : modified by the Laws 
of the 3rd March, 1892, 4th April, 1898, 10th July, 
1899, 30th April, 1903, 2lst November, i906, 29th 
March, 1910, 7th June, 1911, 5th February, 1912, and 
4th January, 1913) is completed and modified in con- 
formity with the Schedule attached to the present 
measure. 
[Particulars of the Schedule attached to the Bill will be 
given im next week’s issue—see below. | 

Article 2. Colouring materials, chemical products, phar- 

maceutical products, and other products coming into 
France as the result of the levy imposed on Germany 
by the Peace Treaty (Annex XI of the Clauses relat- 
ing to Reparations) shall be admitted into France free 
of all Customs Duties. These products shall be distri- 
buted under Government control. 

Until otherwise decided, licences must be obtained 
before any such colouring materials, chemical pro- 
ducts, pharmaceutical products, etc., from Germany 
in excess of the levy imposed by the above-mentioned 
provisions of the Treaty of Peave, can be imported. 
With this reservation, their importation shall be 
effected under the conditions laid down in the Tariff. 

Article 3.—All previous legal provisions contrary to the 

present Law are thereby repealed. | 

The revised Tariff provisions referred to in Article 1 above 
cover over eleven pages of the ‘‘ Journal Officiel,’’? and details 
thereof will be published in next week’s issue of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal.’? In the meantime particulars may ke 
obtained, in response to personal or written applications, 
from the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C.2. For the most part the provisions 
consist of a rearrangement and elaboration of the provisions 
of Section XVII! of the existing Customs Tariff (Tariff 
Nos, 234-282—‘‘ Chemical Products ’’), but affect also certain 
other sections (¢.y., Colours). 

The changes proposed under the Schedule are too numerous 
and complicated to be summarised. In some cases the duties 
are reduced, in others (and these appear to be the majority) 
they are increased. In some cases only the ‘‘ General ”’ rates 
of duty are amended, the “Minimum”? Tariff rates (to which 
of course United Kingdom goods are subject) remaining 
unchanged. . | 

The existing Tariff provision imposing ad valorem duties 
(7, per cent. in the General Tariff and 5 per cent. in the 
“Minimum ’’) on ‘‘ chemical products not specified in the 
Tarif’? is superseded, in respect of a large number of 
chemical products not enumerated in the present Tariff by 
specific rates. . . , 

rom the official report of the proceedings in the Senate 
on 18th October it appears that the present measure 1s 
largely based on proposals made in 1915 by the ‘‘ Syndicat 
des Produits Chimiques.’’ Prices having increased consider- 
ably since that date. proposals were made that the new 
duties should be brought within the scope of the ‘‘ co-efficient 
of increase ’’ system (chemicals have hitherto been exempted 
from the co-efficients of increase), and M. Clementel, the 
Minister of Commerce, intimated that the Inter-Depart- 
mental Commission established to revise the co-efficients of 
increase would immediately examine and give satisfaction 
to these proposals. 


a 


Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. | 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to its 
Overseas Officers except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
CHINA, GLASS AND POTTERY WARE.—<A manutacturers’ 
agent in Melbourne is desirous of securing agencies, in Australia, 














lor British manufacturers of china, glass and pottery ware, on @ 


commission basis, and calling on wholesale houses only. The 
agent has had considerable experience in handling these lines, and 
is said to be of good standing and considerable business ability. 
(Reference No. 908.) 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





BEDSTEAD MOUNTS AND TUBES, LOCKS AND HARD- 
WARE SPECIALITIES.—A Sydney firm of agents, with sub- 
agencies throughout the other States, are desirous of securing the 
representation, for Australia, of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of bedstead mounts and tubes, locks, and hardware specialities of 
every description, on a commission basis. The firm are stated to 
have an intimate knowledge of the trade and useful business con- 
nections which would enable them to handle the above-mentioned 
agencies to advantage. (Reference No. 909.) 

GENERAL HARDWARE AND FANCY GOODS.—A Mel- 

bourne agent, at present in this country, desires to obtain the 
representation for Australia, on a commission basis, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of general hardware (tools, cutlery, 
shoemakers’ rivets), and fancy goods, including E.P. and silver 
goods, toilet brushware, combs, toilet paper, chamois leather, and 
sundries. The enquirer claims to have a sound connection amongst 
the leading houses throughout the Commonwealth, and systematic- 
ally visits all Australian centres. He is prepared to call on 
United Kingdom manufacturers and discuss prospects. (Refer- 
ence No. 910.) 
COTTON AND WOOLLEN TEXTILES.—A_ well-known 
Sydney merchant firm, whose representative is at present visiting 
the United Kingdom, desires to secure the representation, for 
Australia, of United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen 
textiles and kindred goods. The enquiring firm is of good stand- 
ing, with extensive business connections throughout the Common- 
wealth. (Reference No. 911.) if 

LINOLEUMS, GLOVES, HOSIERY, CHEMICALS, CUT- 
LERY, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Sydney desires to secure 
the representation, in Australia, of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of linoleums, gloves, hosiery, underwear, chemicals in bulk. 
cutlery, twine, and cordage. The enquirer wishes to operate on 
a commission basis, and js stated to have an intimate knowledge 
of the Australian market in these lines, with business connections 
extending throughout the Commonwealth. He is prepared to 
accept consignment stocks, and is willing to advise mamafac- 
turers as to the class of goods to be shipped and of other details 
in connection therewith. (Reference No. 912.) 

teplies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 

AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

SOFT GOODS AND MANCHESTER GOODS.—The _ re- 
presentative of a Sydney merciuntile broker and manufacturers’ 
agent, at present in England, desires to get into touch with 
manufacturers of soft goods, and Manchester goods. Bank 
references, etc., can be supplied. (Reference No. 147/11/36.) 

[Nore.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureau, 
at the above address, quoting the reference number.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

WIRE, STEEL STRAND, GALVANISED.—H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia has forwarded a copy of the specifica- 
tion, conditions of contract, and tender form in connection with a 
call for tenders by the Victorian Government Railways, as 
follows :— 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to 
11 a.m. on 7th January, 1920, by the Victorian Railway Com- 
missioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne, for the supply and delivery 
of wire, steel strand, galvanised, for signal shops, Newport. (Con- 
tract No. 32,718.) Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary 
deposit of 4 per cent. of the amount of the oifer. Local repre- 
sentation Is necessary. 

Tenderers must submit with their tenders a sample, 10 feet in 
length, of the wire which they tender to supply. These must. be 
deposited with the Chief Storekeeper at Room 109, Railway Offices, 
Spencer Street, Melbourne, at or before the time fixed for the 
receipt of tenders. A sample showing the steel strand wire re- 
quired may be seen at the Contractor’s Room at above address. 

The copy of the specification, etc., referred to above may be 
consulted by United Kingdom manufacturers of the goods men- 
tioned at the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
K.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to firms 
having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by 
cable. 

SWITCHBOARD CABLE AND SWITCHBOARD PARTS.— 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner ‘has also forwarded a copy of 
the specification, conditions of contract, and tender form in con- 
nection with a eall for tenders by the Postmaster-General’s 
Department, Melbourne. for the supply and delivery of switch- 
hoard cable and switchboard parts. (Schedule No. 1,585.) 

A covv of the specification, etc., may be obtained at the General 
Post Office, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart, 
and at the Stores Branch, Sydney. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to 
3 p.m. on 25th November by the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Melbourne. <A deposit of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and of 1 
per cent. on the amount above that sum, is required with each 
tender; the minimum deposit is £2. 

The tenderer. if not resident in Australia, or if a company 
registered outside the Commonwealth, must name an agent in 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continue:/ 





Australia.to receive notification of acceptance and other notices 
under the contract. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specification may be cons sulted by 
United Kingdom firms interested at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, ” C.2. . 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth, who can be instructed 
by cable. — 


BRITISH INDIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Inc reports the receipt of 
the following enquiries ~ a 
MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES, 


BEVERAGES, ETC., AND BAZAAR GOODS.—A firm supplying 
paints to the Indian Government and Indian Railways, and who 
are in direct touch with the buyers of hardware and engineering 
ee are desirous of obtaining agencies, for Britis sh India. 

*U nite “<l Kingdom manufacturers ot machinery and engineering 
specialities. Their wine, spirit, and provision departments are 
in touch with all the best clubs, hotels, and dealers, and they 
vish to represent United Kingdom firms for beer, spirits, wines, 
and provisions. The firm desire to hold sole selling rights for 
the t errit ory, to buy on own account on D/A terms for ‘periods 
as may be arranged. Manufacturers to supply samples, litera- 
ture, ate., and to contribute towards advertising and other ex- 
penses. This firm has now opened a new department for dealing 
in goods previously supplied by Central Europe to the bazaars. 
(Reference No. 9146.) 

STATIONERY, TOBACCONISTS’ GOODS, ETC.—H.4AI. 
Trade Commissioner in India, reports that a manufacturers’ travel- 
ling representative, having intimate knowledge of the bazaars 
and trade conditions in India desires to represent British manu- 
facturers of stationery and stationers’ sundries (not bulk paper 
for printing, etc.), tobacconists’ sundries, and other goods not 
requiring special technical knowledge. (Reference No. 914.) 

PROP K IETARY ARTICLES, SUNDRIES, ETC.—A manu- 


facturers’ travelling represent: itive. having intimate knowledge 
of the Piero aud trade conditions in India, desires to repre- 
sent British manufacturers of good-class propriet: ry satis ‘les, such 
as safety razors, fountain-pens; soap, candles, biscuits and 
cakes, cocoas, boot polishes (articles which can be sold to grocers, 
etc.); and high-class patent medicines. (Reference No. 915.) 

PLANT FOR WATERWORKS, ETC.—A branch of a British 
manufacturing firm, established in India for 20 years, desire to 
accept agencies in connection with the supply of plant for water- 
works, sewage works, etc., and for oil and steam engines where 
these machines will be useful for driving pumps made by them- 
selves. They would be prepared to push principal’s goods by 
means of their travelling agents, and to stock manufacturers’ 
goods in their godowns free of cost on consignment stock. 
(Reference No. 916.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


CANADA. 

DRESS SERGES. GLOVES AND HOSIERY.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of representing United 
Kingdom manufacturers of dress serges (mainly fine botany 
materials), gloves (cotton. wool and silk), hosiery (cashmere 
and cotton}, for sale on commission, in the Province of Ontario. 
(Reference No. 917.) 

WOOL LEN GOODS AND SHODDIES.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of obtaining the representa 
tion of United Kingdom manuiacturers of woollen goods and 
shoddies, for sale on commission, in the Province of Ontario. 
far seme No. 918.) 

LEATHER GOODS AND FANCY LEATHER GOODS.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires to represent British 
manufacturers of leather goods, leather novelties, leather ladies’ 
handbags, purses, and stationery, on a commission basis (consign- 
ment as occasion may demand), in the Provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario. (Reference No. 919.) 

VELVETS. VELVETEENS, WOOLLENS, ETC.—<A firm of 
manufacturers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of obtainin, g the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of velvets, 
velveteens, woollens, piece-goods, cottons, and ribbons, for sale 
on commission in the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 920.) 

LINEN GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires 
to represent British manufacturers of linen goods, such as pure 
linen handkerchiefs, etc., on a commission basis (consignment as 
occasion may demand) in the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. 
(Reference No. 921.) 

CUTLERY.—-An importer at Winnipeg desires to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cutlery, for sale in Western 


Canada (from Port Ontario to the Pacific Coast). (Reference 
No. 922.) 
MEN’S HOSIERY. GLOVES AND NECKWE. AR.—A manu- 


facturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of securing agencies for 
sritish mannfacturers of cashmere and fine grade h: alf hose, men’s 
golf hose, fine knit coats. gloves, Irish poplin, English silks and 
best foulard, etc., sailiaak: for sale on commission, throughout 
Canada. (Reference No. 923.) | 





—$$$___ 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





HOSILERY.—An importer at Winnipeg desires LO repregey: 





United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, for sale in Wester 
Canada (from Port Ontario to the Pacific Coast). (Refereno, 
No. 924.) 

MEN'S WiAR.—A Winnipeg firm ot shippers and Ne 
turers of men’s wear are anxious to resume trade with Uni, 
Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, gloves, underwear, shirting 
and piece-goods. (Reference No. O95.) 

RUBBER GOODS AND NOVELTIES.—An importer , 


Winnipeg desires to represent United Kingdom meee 
rubber goods and novelties, for sale in Western Canada (fron 
Port Ontario to the Pacific Coast). (Reference No. 926.) 

JAMS, JELLIES, MARMALADES.—A Winnipeg firm, with, 
well-established sales organisation and a stated annual turnoye 
of from 250,000 to 400,000 dols., desires to represent Britig 
manufacturers of jams, jellies and marmalades, on a commiggiy, 
basis, for the Province of Manitoba. (Reference No. 927.) 
MEN’S WEARING APPAREL.—A manufacturers’ agent j 
Toronto is desirous of securing agencies for British manufacture, 

' hosiery, hats and caps, neckwear, shirts, collars, underweg 
gloves, raincoats, suspenders, studs, handkerchiefs, for sale, 
commission, in the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. - 928.) 

PICKLES, wearer pen CONDIMENTS. 
a well-established sales organisation and a state id annual turnove 
of from 250,000 to 400,000 dols., desire to represent British many. 
facturers of pickles, sauces and condiments, on a commissig, 
basis, for the Province of Manitoba. (Reference No. 929.) 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY AND CURTAINS-~ 
A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of securing agencies 
for British manufacturers of woollen piece-goods, hosiery, curtains 
scrims, for sale on commission, in the Province of Ontario. (Re: 
erence No. 930.) 

CANNED FISH, HERRINGS, SARDINES.—A Winnie; 
firm, with a well-established sales organisation and a stated annul 
turnover of from 250,000 to 400.000 dols., desire to represent 
British manufacturers of canned fish, herrings, sardines, ete., on 
& commission basis, for the Province of Manitoba. (Reference 
No. 931.) 

SMALL WARES, HABERDASHERY AND UNDERWEAR. 
HARDWARE.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous 
of obtaining agencies, for Ontario, on behalf of United RKingdoy 
manufacturers of small wares, haberdashery, underwear, and 
hardware, for sale on commission. (Reference No. 932. ) 

TOBACCOS, CIGARETTES, CIGARETTE PAPERS AX? 
PIPES.—A Winnipeg firm, with a well-established aye organisa. 
tion and a stated annual turnover of from 250,000 dels. to 400,00 
dols., desire to represent 3ritish manufacturers of  tobaceos. 
cigarettes, cigarette papers and pipes, on a commission basis, for 
the Province of Manitoba. (Reference No. 933. ) 

MEN’S WOOLLENS, WOMEN’S DRESS GOODS AND 
COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is 
desirous of obtaining agencies, for, Ontario, on behalf of Uni'ed 
Kingdom manufacturers of men’s woollens, women’s dress goods, 
and cotton piece-goods for sale, on commission. (Reference No. 
934.) 

CONFECTIONERY, CHOCOLATE BARS, ETC.—A Winnipeg 
firm, with a well-established sales organisation and a stated annual 
turnover of from 250.000 dols. to 400,000 dols., desire to re 
present British manufacturers of confectionery, chocolate bars, 
etc.. on a commission basis, for the Province of Manitoba. 
(Reference No. 935.) 

HATS, CHILDREN’S MILLINERY, MEN’S CAPS, ETC.— 
A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto desires agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of men’s, women’s, and children’s hats 
(in straw, felt, and velour); children’s millinery, men’s caps, 
underwear, hosiery, and woollen piece-goods, for sale, on com- 
mission, throughout the Dominion of Canada. The applicant ~ 
poses to visit the United Kingdom shortly. (Reference No. 

GLASSINE, GREASE PROOF AND Pz ARC HMENT PAPERS. 
—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of securing agen- 
cies for British manufacturers of glassine, greaseproof and “parch- 
ment papers or sale, on commission, throughout Canada. (Ref: 
ence No. 937.) 

COPPER AND BRASSWARE, TOOLS, ELECTRICAL 
GOODS, CUTLERY, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto. 
who is reported to have a good knowledge of commercial and 
mechanical matters, wishes to. represent. United Kingdom manu 
facturers of copper and brassware, tools, steel, electrical goods 
and cutlery, for sale, on commission, in the Province of Ontario 
(Reference No. 048.) 

TAPESTRY TWINES. UPHOLSTERY, ETC.—A mannfac- 
turers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of securing agencies for 
British manufacturers of tapestry twines, cordage, burl: yp, web- 
bing, taves, upholstery leather and lines suitable for furniture 
manufacture. for sale, on commission. in the Province of Ontario. 
(Reference No. 939.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 








NEW ZEALAND. 

SUPPLIES FOR MEAT FREEZING. FELT. MONGERING 
NDATRVING, MINING AND WOOLLEN INDUSTRIES. 
Dunedin firm of ceneral merchants desire to secure the dares 
tion, for the Dominion. of Wnited Kingdom manufacturers of the 
followine lines :—Ment freezing industry, supplies. including heavy 
chemica's. salt. tin plates. lecquers, stockingette, glass jars, 40 
pots for pres served meat. hoop iron. creaseproof and parchment 
papers, and twines ; fellmonger v. such as wool scouring and ta? 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TEADE—continued. | 


- yequisites, heavy chemicals, cod oils, scouring sOaps, dyes, 
ate.; dairy factory supplies of all kinds ; wire ropes tor the mining 
‘ndustry ; Woollen mull suppues, incauding dyes, olive oil; and 
ordiarmahers’ requisites and glass bottles for the brewery indus- 
ry. A pepresentative of this firm is at present 1n this country 
and is open to negotlale \ ith manulacturels desirous oi making 
yp extending connections with New Zealand, (Reference No. 


nery 


WARDWARE, MOTOR CYCLE ACCESSORIES, LUBRICAT- 
(NG OLLS AND GREASES, SOFT GOODS.—A Dunedin firm ot 
veneral Merchants desire to secure the representation, for the 
tyminion, Of Un.tcd Kingdom manutacturers of the following 
ines: tiardware of all kinds, particulsriy saucepans; linseed 
ji] and white lead, plate and sheet giass; motor and cycle acces- 
ries ; lubricating oils and greases ; and soft goods and furnishings. 

A representative of this firm is at present in this country and 
is open to negotiate with manutacturers desiwous of making or 
extending connections with New Zealand. (Reference No. $41.) 

LATHES, MILLING, DRILLING, GRINDING, ETC., 
\WACHINES, PUMPS, POLLEYS, BELTING, ETC.—An agent 
at Weliington desires to secure sole selling rights of United King- 
dom manufacturers of engineers’ milling machines, radial drilling 
machines, general lathes (7in. or 8in, centres and larger), universat 
minders, engineers’ planing and shaping machines, slotting 
machiies, pumps of ail kinds, pulleys (won and steel), p.ummer 
blocks, hangers, couplings, etc., machine belting (leather and 
palata), and case hardening compound. (Reference No. 942.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade.’ 

TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRIC CAPSTANS.—The Officer-in-Charge of the Office 
of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand has forwarded a 
copy of the specification, tender form, etc., in connection with 
a call for tenders by the Lyttelton Harbour Board for the supply 
of 5 electric capstans. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper form, will be received up to 
5p.m. on the 8th November by the Chairman, Lyttelton Harbour 
Board Office, Christchurch, New Zealand. A cash deposit of 5 
per cent. of the amount of the offer must accompany each tender. 

The above-mentioned copy of specification, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
_ having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed by 
cable. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

WOOLLENS AND WORSTEDS.—-A Johannesburg agent, who 
already represents several United Kingdom firms for clothing, 
etc., is expected to arrive in this country shortly, and desires to 
get in touch with manufacturers of Yorkshire woollens and 
worsteds, with a view to representing them in South Africa. 
(Reference No. 943.) 

SUPERPHOSPHATES AND HEAVY CHEMICALS.--A 

member of a Johannesburg firm, who is at present in this country, 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom suppliers of 
superphosphates and heavy chemicals for industrial purposes. 
(Reference No. , 
SOFT GOODS: HARDWARE.--A Johannesburg agent, who 
ison a visit to this country, wishes to secure the representation 
of United Kingdom firms for soft goods, including blankets, rugs 
and cotton prints used in the Kaffir trade; and hardware, such 
as spoons, pocket-knives and general cutlery, enamelware, safety 
pins, and cheap locks for the Kaffir trade. (Reference No. 945.) 
— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade, 





-_— 


SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA. 

GOODS REQUIRED BY HOTELS AND LARGE INSTITU. 
TIONS.—A Johannesburg agent, at present in this country, is 
desirous of securing agencies, in the Union and Rhodesia, for 
United Kingdom firms for goods required by hotels and large 
institutions, e.g. enamelled-ware, kitchen utensils, stoves, bed- 
steads, linen (sheets, ete.), and blankets. (Reference No. 946.) 
—— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 








EGYPT. 

PAPER, AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, MACHINERY, 
HARDW ARE. TEXTILES, ETC.—A firm, established in Alex- 
andria and Cairo, is open to accept agencies, in Egypt, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers, on commission, in respect 
of the following articles :—Paper, agricultural implements, motor 
ploughs, and machinery in general; hardware, ironmongery and 
cutlery ; and Manchester and Bradford piece-goods, The firm in 
‘uestion is stated to be thoroughly versed in the lines mentioned. 
(Reference No. ; 


947.) 
FURNITURE, CHINTZES. WALL PAPERS. 


ARTISTIC 
FOODSTUFFS, FTC.—A gentleman at present on a visit to 


and (resident in Egypt) desires to get into touch with firms 

in this country who would be disposed to grant the agency for 

the sale of artistic furniture. chintzes. wall papers, and pottery ; 

and also for foodstuffs. (Reference No. 948.) 

= should he addressed to the Department of Overseas 
ade, 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 
EUROPE. 


EXPORTS FOR THE CONTINENT.—An established firm in 
London, desire to hear irom United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants, who wish to export to the Continent. 

teplies in this connection should be addressed to the Statistical 
and Intormation Depaitment, London Chamber of Commerce, 97, 
Cannon Street, £.C.4 








BELGIUM. 

RAILS, CRANES, MACHINE TOOLS, ETC.—An engineer at 
Brussels, with branch oftice at Liége, desires to obtain general 
agencies for railway and decauville rails, cranes, machine tools 
and hydraulic machinery. (Reference No. 949.) 

FURNISHING FABRICS AND CURTAINS.—An_ applicant 
at Liége desires to obtain an agency, on commission or with 
depot, for the sale of velvet and plush for furnishing and clothing, 
and for curtains. (Reference No. 950.) 

OPTICIANS’ REQUIREMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHIC 
APPARATCS.—An agent at Liége, who has been in the business 
for 40 years, desires to obtain an agency, on commission or with 
depot, for British manufacturers of gold-plated spectacle rims, 
cut spectacle giasses, tools for opticians, photographic apparatus, 
etc. (Reference No. 951.) 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND MOTOR CARS.— 
An applicant at Liége desires to obtain an agency, on commission, 
for the sale of agricultural implements and motor cars. The 
enquirer holds a diploma from the “Ecole de Motoculture ” in 
Paris. (Reference No. 952.) 

IRON ORF, BRICKS, TOOLS. ROLLED IRON AND STFEL 
GOODS, ETC.—A Belgian enquirer at Seraing. Liege, desires 
to secure the agency, on commission or with depot, for a United. 
Kingdom firm manufacturing all industrial goods such as iron 
ore, bricks, tools, rolled iron and steel goods, rolling mill 
evlinders, bolts, nails, ete. The applicant claims to have had 
22 vears’ experience. (Reference No. 953.) 

INDIARUBBER GOODS.—An applicant in Brussels desires 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of indiarubber goods 
of all kinds. (Reference No. 954.) 

Replies shou'd be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

BUYERS AND AGENCIES FOR UNITED KINGDOM 
GOODS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a supplementary 
list of Belgian firms (buyers and agents) desiring to establish 
business relations with United Kingdom firms able to supply the 
following goods :— 


GOODS REQUIRED. 


1. Sanitary ware, building material. 

2. Salted horse flesh. 

3. ‘Tyres, oak barrels for oil, general goods. 

4. Sanitary ware, earthenware, toys. 

5. Cheese. 

6. White linen thread for jace making. 

7. ‘Tinfoil for packing cigarettes, chocolate, etc. 

8. Buttons (fancy and ivory nut), lace, embroidery, braid, and 
trimmings, 

9. Iron tubes and plates. 

10. Hydraulic presses for cutting paper, tobacco, cotton waste, 
fibres. 

11. Machinery for printing wall-paper for use in wall-paper 


factory. 
AGENCIES DESIRED. 
(ieneral goods. 
13. Sanitary ware, building material. 
British firms interested are requested to communicate with the 
Belgian Trade and Reconstruction Section, Regent House, Kings- 
way, W.C.2, quoting reference number 4962 T. and R. 





DENMARK. 

WOOLLEN DRESS GOODS AND SERGES.—A Copenhagen 
firm desire to represent high-class Huddersfield and Stainland 
manufacturers of woollen dress goods and serges. (Reference No. 


55. ) 

SHIPS’ CHANDLERY, ETC.—A fitm of general agents in 
Thorshavn, Faroe Islands, desires to represent British firms in 
ships’ chandlery, including clothing, boots and shoes, oil clothing, 
domestic glass and pottery, domestic hardware, soaps (all kinds) ; 
food stuffs, including tea, margarine, flour, hard biscuits (thick), 
and salt; also sporting guns and ammunition, petroleum and coal. 
(Reference No. 956.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. , 





FRANCE. 

DREDGING OPERATIONS, HARBOUR CONSTRUCTION, 
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION .—The Acting British Consul at 
Nantes states that a well-known civil engineer in that town is 
desirous of entering into relations with United Kingdom firms 
with a view to collaborating with them in the following under- 
takings :— 

(1) Dredging (sea, river and canal). 

(2) Construction of quays, piers, landing stages, reservoirs. 

(3) Construction of railways for which operations the following” 
material would be necessary :—Dredgers, etc.. barges, tugboats, 
cranes, etc.; Sheers, concrete machines and railway rolling stock. 
etc. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 








Alternatively he would be prepared to consider the import of 
this material or accepting agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers in France. (Relerence No. 957 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


PROVISIONS.—A firm of general commission agenis and 
dealers in foodstuffs and provisions, established in Athens since 
1877, wish to represent in that city British manufacturers of 
biscuits, hams, marmalades, and pickles, etc. (Reference No. 


958. ) 

MANUFACTURED GOODS, PAPER, CHEMICALS, ETC.-—- 
A general commission agent established in Athens is desirous 
of representing in that city United Kingdom firms dealing in 
manufactured goods, paper in general, pharmaceutics and 
chemicals. (Reference No. 959.) 

Replies shou'd be addressed to the Department of Uverseas 
Trade. 


~— —- 
— ee 


NETHERLANDS. 


ELT HATS.—An agent at Amsterdam wishes to secure the 
representation of United Kingdom manufactures of men’s and 
women's felt hats of medium and good qualities. (Reference 
No. 960. ) ’ 

TANNING EXTRACTS.—A Dutch imperter at Tilburg wishes 
to be put into touch with a United Kingdom manufacturer of 
tanning extracts. (Reference No. 61.) 

—— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





— -— 
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NORWAY. 

HARDWARE, PAINTS, OILS, ETC.—A Stavanger firm desires 
to represent British manufacturers and exporters in hardware, 
paints, oils, and general manufacturers’ goods. (Reference No. 
962.) 

MACHINES AND MACHINERY AND IRON AND SHIP- 
BUILDING MATERIALS.—An agent who is just establishing 
himself in Christiania, and specialises in boilers, compressors, and 
turbine pipes, desires to represent British firms in machines and 
machinery generally, iron materials, and shipbuilding materials. 
(Reference No. .) 

TEXTILES.—An agent, established at Baekkelaget, near’ 
Christiania, 1s desirous of representing a few first-class Britisli 
textile manufacturers. (Reference No. 964.) 

‘ apes should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


—__ 





RUSSIA. 

IMPORTS OF PIECE-GOODS DESIRED IN EXCHANGE 
FOR RAGS AND SCRAP RUBBER EXPORTS.—A Riga mer- 
chant, at Riga, offers for export about 800 tons cotton and 
woollen rags and 80 tons sorted scrap rubber, consisting chiefly of 
old goloshes, in exchange for which he desires to import cotton 
piece-goods and woollen piece-goods. Firms interested in this pro- 
posal are invited to communicate with the Russian and Scandina 
vian Section, Department of Overseas Trade, Hotel Windsor, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference No. 964a.) 
—" should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 





ee 


SERBIA. 

HARDWARE, ARMS AND MUNITIONS, MACHINERY, 
COFFEE, ETC. (CATALOGUES AND SAMPLES WANTED).— 
A Serbian firm of retailers of good standing, desirous of purchasing 
various articles of United Kingdom manufacture, wish to receive 
from United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers, catalogues and 
samples in respect of the following:—Hardware, arms and 
munitions, constructional iron and steel, flour-milling machinery, 
saw-milling machinery, typewriting machines, dynamos, all 
necessary plant for the installation of a municipal electric 
system, agricultural machinery, textile machinery (woollen), 
machine oils (all kinds), motor cars and motor lorries, steam 
engines (stationery), coffee, tea. rice, and dried fruits. 
Wherever possible it is desired that figures delivered c.i.f. 
Salonica or Galatz should be quoted. (Reference No. 965.) 

" — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


a 








SPAIN. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary, Madrid, reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries :— 

DRIED FRUIT AND FRUIT PULP.--A British commission 
agent of Cartagena is desirous of securing agencies for British 
firms who are interested in the dried fruit and fruit pulp trade in 
the south of Spain. (Reference No. 966.) 

EMERY PAPER AND LINSEED OIL.—H.M. Commercial 
Secretary, Madrid, reports that’a firm in Bilbao desire to get 
into touch with British firms manufacturing emery paper, emery 
cloth, and linseed oil. 

The firm also wish to get into touch with firms in the United 
Kingdom, who export wheat, maize, and Argentine linseed from 
the Argentine. (Reference No. 967.) 
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* OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





LACES, TOYS, ETC.—A commission agent of Cordova desires 
to get into touch with British firms exporting laces, stockings. 
socks, toys and buttons. (Reference No. 968.) 

CHEMICAL FERTILISERS.—-H.M. Consul, Malaga, reports 
that a Spanish firm in that town desire to secure an agency. 
for the whole of Spain, for chemical fertilisers, for which the 
applicant states there is a great demand. The firm in question 
already hold several important agencies in other lines. (Refer. 
ence No. 969.) 

CHEMICALS AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS.—Tha 
\cting Consul-General, Seville, reports that a Spanish doctor of 
that town desires to obtain an agency for a British firm dealing 
in chemicals and pharmaceutical products. (Reference No. 970.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


— ee ee 


SWITZERLAND. 

MANUFACTURES OF THE METAL, ENGINEERING 
AND ALLIED TRADES.—-A Swiss engineer in Berne desires 
to secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of lifis. machines used in the building trade, and new inven. 
tions in machinery used in the engineering and allied trades, 
(Reference No. 971.) 

Replies shou'd be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





AFRICA. 





ALGERIA. 

GROCERIES, SOAP, OILS, AND COTTON GOODS.—A well- 
recommended business man in Oran, Algeria, wishes to act as 
agent for British firms in the following ee :—Groceries of all 
kinds, soap, mineral and vegetable oils, and cotton goods, Corre- 
spondence in French. (Reference No. 972.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA. 


TOBACCO, WINES AND SPIRITS, IRONMONGERY, 
TOOLS, NATIVE TRUCK, ETC.—An agent, at present in this 
country, desires to get in touch with United Kingdom firms, with 
a view to obtaining agencies for the sale of cigarettes, tobacco, 
wines and spirits, ironmongery, tools, native truck (i.e. beads, 
cheap bangles, eic.), boots, shoes, hosiery and hats, in East and 
Central Africa. (Reference No. 973.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


TEXTILES, HARDWARE, LEATHER, ETC.—A New York 
import house desires correspondence with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers or exporters of general merchandise, seeking an 
American market for their goods. (Reference No. 974.) 











LATIN AMERICA, 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


DRY GOODS.—A British subject, now in this country, desires 
to represent United Kingdom firms for the sale of Manchester 
goods, woollens, fancy dress goods, unions and linens. The 
applicant claims to have had 28 years’ experience of the dry goods 
trade (14 in this country, 4 in Chile, and 10 in Argentina), and 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires considers that he 1s 
exceptionally qualified as a representative for such goods. He 3s 
willing to arrange appointments and to call upon any firms In 
terested. (Reference No. 975.) 

SUITINGS, LININGS, ETC.—A British firm in Buenos Aires, 
with a representative in the United Kingdom, who already repre- 
sent several important United Kingdom exporters of soft goods, 
desire to obtain further agencies for lines not already covered. 
At the moment they are particularly interested in worsted suit- 
ings and alpaca and mohair linings. (Reference No. 976.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 








BRAZIL. . 

TEXTILES, SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, FUR, BISCUITS, 
PERFUMERY, ETC.—A British subject, partner of a well-estab- 
lished firm of commission agents in Rio de Janeiro, at present 
in this country, is desirous of obtaining agencies for the following 
goods :—Cotton and woollen yarns, Manchester cotton plece-goods, 
Bradford woollen piece-goods, Belfast linen goods, surgical instru- 
ments, hatters’ fur, biscuits and spices, perfumery, and toilet re- 
quisites. The firm also desire to get in touch with an export 
house engaged in Brazilian trade to act as buying commission 
agents in the United Kingdom. (Reference No. 977.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





CHILE. 
TEXTILES, HARDWARE, HABERDASHERY, DRUGS, 
pTC.—An agent in Santiago de Chile is desirous of representing, 
na commission basis, British manufacturers of the following 
articles :— Cotton and woollen piece-goods of every description 
including handkerchiefs, table linen, towels and blankets), 
velvet ribbons in silk and cotton, lace and embroideries, cotton 
and woollen hosiery and underwear, clothing (including caps and 
hats), raincoats, gloves (in silk, cotton and leather), neckties, 
carpets and carpeting ot al! descriptions, sailcloth and yarns, 
ropes and twines, haberdashery, hardware, fancy goods, drugs 
and perfumery. (Reference No. 978.) . 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


on 





CUBA. 

SILKS. VELVETS, PIECE-GOODS, TOYS, ETC.—A _ well- 
recommended firm of commission agents in Havana, wish to obtain 
agencies in the following lines :—Silks, velvets, white cotton piece- 
200ds, neckties, toys and novelties. (Reference No. 979.) 

” Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


ee eC ——s 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
DRY GOODS, ETC.—A Danish firm, already well established in 
Haiti, are opening an office in Santo Domingo and desire to repre- 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





won in the latter place United Kingdom manufacturers of all 
—— of goods, but more especially dry goods, (Reference No. 
O80.) 

Replies should be addressed to 


7 the Departinent of Overseas 
Trade. ‘ 


PERU. 
TEXTILES, PAPER, TOOLS, ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, 


ETC. -An agent In Lima is desirous of representing British 
houses for the following articles:—Textiles, paper, tools for 


mines and workshops, electrical appliances, industrial chemical 
products, paints and varnishes, domestic glassware and earthen- 
ware. (Reference No. 981.) - 
SAFES: MIMEOGRAPH MACHINFS.-—A 
firm in Lima are desirous of obtaining exclusive 
British firm manufacturing safes, and 
machines. (Reference No. 982.) 


well-established 
agencies for a 
also for mimeograph 


a 


VENEZUELA. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.--A_ British Trust and 
Agency Company, formed for the development of business in 
Venezuela and having well-established connections in that coun- 
try, desire to communicate with British firms. with a view to 
representing them in Venezuela for all lines. (Reference No. 963.) 
—— shou'd be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 


_- — 
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The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. It 


must be understood that the list is not final, as certam additional appointments are under consideration. 


These 


will be announeed in the ‘* Board of Trade Journal’ as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 
present will be amended accordingly. Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets, 


EUROPE. 
FRANCE, 

J. Addison, Commercial Counsellor, 
Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) | 
Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, 
Embassy, Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.”’) 

BELGIUM. 
Rk. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secretary, 30, 
Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. 


H.B.M. 


Kimbassy, 


H.B.M. 


H. Kershaw, Commercial Secretary, H.M. Eimbassy, 
Brussels. 

SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation. 
Berne. (‘‘Commintell, Berne.’’) 


NETHERLANDS. rae 
R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16, Ketting- 
straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintelt, Hague.’’) 
DENMARK. . 
R. M. Turner, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 


Copenhagen. (‘‘Commintell, Copenhagen.’’) 
NORWAY. 
C. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Christiania. 
SPAIN. 
H. M. Villiers, M.V.O., Commercial Secretary, 22, 


Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Comminteli, Madrid.’’) 
Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 
PORTUGAL. | 
Geoffrey Salis, Commercial Secretary. 
Department of Over:eas Trade.) 
ITALY. 
Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Rome. 
W. H. Haslam, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 


+)>) 


(Now at 


Rome. 
GREECE. 
KC. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Athens. 
ROUMANIA. 
A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Bucharest. 
POLAND. 


R KE. Kimens, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 

Legation, Warsaw. 
RUSSIA. 

J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 

TURKEY. 

Capt. C. H,. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary. 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
(“Commintell, Constantinople.*’) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 
Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy. Washington. (‘“‘Commintell, 
Washington.’’) 
LATIN AMERICA; 


ARGENTINA, 
H. O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. (‘‘Commintell, Buenos Aires.”’) _ 
Capt. FE. C. Buxton, Commercial Seeretary. (““Commintell, 
Buenos Aires.’’) (Now at Department of Overseas 
Trade.) 
BRAZIL. 
K. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. , 
K. Compton, Cemmercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. 
CHILI. 
W. I. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Santiago. 
PERU AND ECUADOR. 
I. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Lima, (‘‘Commintell, Lima.’’) 


FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 
H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Com- 


mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai.  (‘‘Commintell, 
Shanghai.’’) 

C. A. W. Rose, C.1I.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) 

HONGKONG. 

Commercial Secretary; New Government 

(‘“‘Commintell, Hongkong.’’) 

JAPAN. 

kK. T. F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commin- 
tell, Yokohama.’’) (Now at Department of Overseas 
Trade.) 

H. A. F. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer- 


H. J. Brett, 
Building, Hongkong. 


cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commintell, 
Yokohama.’’) 

EGYPT. 
K. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 


(‘‘Commintell. 


Residency, Ramleh, Alexandria, Egypt. 
Alexandria.’’) 

AUSTRIA. : 

O. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissionef, 

c/o British Embassy, Vienna. a i 

GERMANY. deel. i 

Col. J. W. F. Thelwall, M.C., H.M. Commercial Commis- 


sioner British Military Mission, Berlin. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


EXPORT OF PARCELS CONTAINING 
MISCELLANEOUS FOODSTUEFES. 

The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) an- 
nounce that an Open General Licence has been issued per- 
mitting the export by parcel post of parcels containing 
miscellaneous foodstuffs (for the personal use of the 
addressee and not for trading purposes) to all destinations 
with which trading is allowed. Applications need, theretore, 
no longer be submitted to the Export Licence Department 
in respect of these parcels. 








— 


GENERAL SECTION. 
NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT, 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918, 
Non-Ferrous Meta! Industry, that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to undermentioned companies or individuals : — 
Huntstanworth Mines, Limited, County Chambers, 52, West- 

gate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Litchfield, Edgar, The Foundry, Pavenham, Beds. 
Sherbinin, A. Granville de, trading as A. G. de Sherbinin 

and Co., 65, Bishopsgate, F.C. 2. 

Suren, J. O. tand JF., 5a, Wardrobe Place, Carter 

Lane, E.C.4. 

Taylor, James S8., 44, Corporation Street, Preston, Lancs. 
Waddington, George Leslie, 98, Horton Grange Road, 


Bradford. 








FOOD SECTION. 
PRICES OF CONDENSED MILK. 


The Food Controller has made an Order, which applies to 
the whole of the United Kingdom, fixing the following 
maximum retail prices for condensed milk :— 

Full Cream Sweetened ...................6. 1s. 3d. per 14 oz. net. 
Full Cream Sweetened (half-size tins) ...... Rd. per 7 oz. net. 
Full Cream Evaporated ..................... Is. per 18 oz. net. 
Full Cream Unsweetened 11d. per 12 oz. net. 
Full Cream Unsweetened (half-size tins)...6d. per 6 0z. net. 
INE civccinevcsncsecececoeseaccsncs Is. per 14 oz. net. 

This Order revokes the previous Orders governing the 
price of this commodity and brings Ireland into line with 
Great Britain by abolishing fixed maximum prices for the 
manufacturer and wholesaler, and putting trading conditions 
in the two countries on equality. The Food Controller has 
found that in the present state of supplies of condensed milk 
maximum retail prices only are necessary, but he will not 
hesitate to reimpose maximum prices for importers, manu- 
facturers, and wholesalers, if he should at any time find 
these to be necessarv. The new Order comes into force on 
and after Ist November, 1919. It will be noted that all 
prices in the Schedule are quoted for net contents only, but 
in view of the fact that Machine Skimmed milk has hitherto 
heen quoted at gross weight, retailers will be entitled until 
31st December, 1919, to sell it in containers of a gross 
weight of 16.0z. at the price applicable in the case of Machine 
Skimmed milk weighing 14 0z. net. 

The rise of a halfpenny in the price of the Full Cream 
Sweetened variety has been occasioned by the increase in 
the cost of liquid milk used in the manufacture of the home- 
produced goods, and by the fall in the exchange in the case 
of the imported goods. 


MEAT FOR CATERING ESTAPLISHMENTS. 

Some establishments seem to he under the impression that 
they are limited as to the amount of butcher’s meat they 
may serve to any individual person at any meal. This is not 
the case. Catering establishments are at present obtaining 
meat on the same basis as before 13th October, when the new 
Rationing Scheme came into operation. The new Meat 
Permits for catering establishments do not take effect unti) 
15th November. It is true that these permits are calculated, 
as far as beef, mutton, and lamb are concerned, on a meal 
basis, but catering establishments are able to obtain large 
supplies of all other kinds of meat, and it is not intended 
to place any restriction whatever on the amount of meat 
which mav be served at any particular meal. The meal basis 
on which supplies after 15th November are to he allotted is 
































GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE — continued. 





merely intended to enable committees to make a fair dig. 
tribution of available supplies among the different catering 
establishments. " 
The Ministry ot Food are, moreover, now able to announce 
that, in view of the present meat situation, it will he possible 
to allow to catering establishments for a short period after 
loth November an amount of meat in excess of that to whieh 
they would be strictly entitled on the new permits issued 
tothem, Any catering establishment wishing to obtain addi. 
tional supplies of meat so long as they may be available 
should, therefore, notify their local Food Control Committee 
without delay. | 





Commercial Returns, 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 


feturn of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the weck and 43 weeks ended 23rd October 
1919: — 





Week | 43 Weeks Week | 43 Wecks 
ended ended ended ended 
23.d Oct., 23rd “Oct , | 23rd Oct , | 23rd Oct. 

1919. «919. | «1919. 1919. | 








IMPORTS. | Exports. 





-_-—. 


American a: Gon 7,001 | 2,142,525 | 1 328 31,088 
Brazilian... 105 16,297 | ne 1,184 
110,732 | 480 | 45,837 
434,677 825 | 54.991 
207,2314 725 12,034 


2,911,462 | 3,358 | | 145,134 
| 


- | 
Bales. Bales. Bales. | Bales. 


East Indian .... 1,446 
Egyptian > oo| See 
Miseellaneous Ae 8,579* 


| 
j 
} 





Total ..;| 29,975 


*Including 1,028 bales British West African. 

TIncluding 7,222 bales British West Indian, 11,512 bales 
British West African, 16,273 bales British East African, and 
9.207 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 25th 
October, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. 





' os. d. . ad. 
Week ended 25th Oct., 1919 ..) 73 95 1 
Corresponding week in— | 
Peas «s as - 
1918 
1914 
1915 
1916... 2% es 
O17... a ce bite 10 
Is... oa 7 - 2 8 60 


We Dts why © 








"Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 


-the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 


that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
pushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oats. 





NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (644. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W.1. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘The Editor.” 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communt- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are HM. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
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